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At Evening 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


T have you done for the Lord 
today? 
Can you think of the vanished moments 
and say: 
“I spent them every one for my Lord. 
I started the day with His precious Word, 


“Then I lifted my heart in prayer to Him, 
Till Heaven was real and earth was dim, 
And my Saviour was personal and dear, 
And all day long I could feel Him near. 


“He guarded my tongue, my feet, my 


ears, 

Dispelled my worries and stilled my 
fears; 

He showed me that only those things 
would last 

Which I did for Him, and that time sped 
fast. 


“He taught me that nothing was ever too 
hard 

If it was done in the strength of the 
Lord, 

And all through the hours, as the 
moments sped, 

I the body, and He the Head, 


“I lived so that all whom I met could see 
His Holy Spirit shining through me.” 
« -» © friend, is this what our hearts 
can say 
As we sit and think at the close of day? 


The Right Man 


As these words are being written, 
the main topic of conversation on all 
sides is the Presidential election, which 
took place within the last twenty-four 
hours. Expressions of surprise were 
heard at the breakfast table, among com- 
muters, and as office workers took up 
their daily task. Apparently the major- 
ity are satisfied with President Truman’s 
re-election, but many are bitterly dis- 
appointed over Dewey’s defeat. “One 
Christian man found encouragement in 
the following everlasting words, which 
occurred in his Bible reading on Wed- 
nesday morning: “The ways of the Lord 
are right, and the just shall walk in 
them: but the transgressors shall fall 
therein” (Hos, 14:9, the first words in 
the Daily Light); “The Lord is King for 
ever and ever...” (Psa. 10:16); “Rejoice 
evermore” (1 Thess. 5:16). We have the 
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absolute assurance of God’s infallible 
word that He is still Sovereign. We 
know, too, that it is our duty, as Chris- 
tian citizens, to pray for President 
Truman as he begins this term of 
office: “I exhort therefore, that, first 
of all, supplications, prayers, interces- 
sions, and giving of thanks, be made for 
all men; for kings, and for all that are 
in authority; that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty. For this is good and acceptable 
in the sight of God our Saviour” (1 Tim. 
2:1-3) It is well now to recall the 
second stanza of Martin Luther’s grand 
old hymn: 

Did we in our own strength confide, 

Our striving would be losing; 
Were not the right Man on our side, 
The Man of God’s own choosing: 

Dost ask who that may be? 

Christ Jesus, it is He; 

Lord Sabaoth Hig Name, 


From age to agé the same, 
And He must win the battle. 


Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly?” 


The Sunday Schoot Times Company 
has just issued the ninth edition of “Is 
the Higher Criticism Scholarly?” first 
published in 1922, and written by Robert 
Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D., then Professor 
of Semitic Philology in Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary. Professor Allan A. 
MacRae, Ph.D., President and Professor 
of Old Testament, Faith Theological 
Seminary, Wilmington, Del., has written 
a special foreword for the new edition, 
Copies may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, at 25 cents each. 
The late Dr. Philip E. Howard, formerly 
President and Publisher of THe Sunpay 
ScHoo. Times, wrote a biographical 
sketch of Dr. Wilson for the first edition 
and it is included in the ninth edition. 
It is given herewith. 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatsoever I command you” (John 
15:14). 











44 S A man is interested in his 
roses, and doesn’t think of the 
thorns,” so he studied language. 

That was Professor Wilson’s answer to 

my query, when I expressed amazement 

at the range of his linguistic explora- 
tions, covering some forty-five languages 
and dialects. His answer helped me to 

understand. é 

And as we sat by the fire in his study 
at Princeton, with the signs of his labors 
all around us, on shelves, and tables, and 
desk — yes, and on the floor, I came to 
understand still better the stories I had 
heard of his learning, and of his mas- 
terly methods in the defense of the 
Scriptures. 

When he was a little chap, four years 
old, son of a leading merchant in the 
little town of Indiana, Pa., he could read, 
He began to go to school at five, and 
at eight he had read, among other books, 
Rawlinson’s “Ancient Monarchies.” 

That merchant father was a man of 
sound culture and good sense. He was 
president of the Board of Trade of his| 
county, and president of the local school; 
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board — with ten children in his own 
home. 

When Robert was nine years old he 
and a brother were taken by their father 
on a journey to Philadelphia. One of 
the exciting and memorable experiences 
of the trip was the visit to a bookstore 
on Chestnut Street, where the father left 
the boys for a little while, so that they 
might select a number of books of their 
own choosing. When he returned they 
had gathered about fifty volumes, in- 
cluding Prescott, Robertson, J. S. C. Ab- 
bott, and similar standard works — ex- 
amples of the “light reading” that these 
children enjoyed. 

Robert prepared for college in the In- 
diana public school, and was ready for 
the sophomore class at Princeton when 
he was fourteen years old. However, 
he did not enter his class—the class of 
1876 — until he was at the advanced age 
of seventeen, for as he naively and 
rather apologetically remarked: “I had 
a good deal of headache between my 
fourteenth and twentieth years, and then 
typhoid. After that my headache dis- 
appeared. I really couldn’t half do my 
work before that.” 

In college young Wilson specialized in 
language, psychology, and mathematics. 
In such Bible courses as he then studied 
he says that he got “a very low grade 
of 90, which pulled down my average.” 

To him language was the gateway into 
alluring fields that drew him strongly. 
He prepared himself for college in 
French, German, and Greek, learned He- 
brew by himself, and took a hundred 
dollar prize in Hebrew when he entered 
the seminary. 

“But how did you ever do it?” I asked, 
The professor’s eyes twinkled, and he 
smiled at my surprise. 

“Well, you see,” he replied, 
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A Recent Letter on Dr. Wilson's 
Book 


“Yesterday afternoon’s mail 
brought ‘Is the Higher Criticism 
Scholarly?’ I read it last night. 
I have been exposed to the rav- 
ings of higher criticism, but never 
countenanced their claims, due 
more to faith than to knowledge. 
This philological masterpiece by 
Dr. Wilson refutes the critic on his 
own ground, that of scholarship 
and research. It is impossible for 
the minister in the pastorate to do 
exhaustive research of this nature. 
This little book is invaluable in 
that it brings scientific knowledge 
to support our faith in the accuracy 
of God’s Word.”—A Southern Pres- 
byterian pastor, 











Greek, Latin, French, German, Hebrew, 
Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Biblical 
Aramaic, Syriac, Arabic, and s6 on.” 
Now Robert Dick Wilson in all these 
crowded years was not clear concerning 
his true calling in life. Before he went 
to the seminary, he and a brother of 
his gave much time to evangelism. At 
Indiana they were in such work for 
a year and a half, and with ample evi- 
dence of God’s blessings upon their 
labors in great numbers of souls led to 
Christ. That work was particularly at- 
tractive to youn& Wilson; on fire as he 
was for the furtherance of the Gospel. 


But his seminary studies caused him 
to feel that there was a great need for 
a type of Biblical scholarship that was 
not so subjective as much of the teach- 





“T used my spare time. When 
I went out for a walk I would 
take a grammar with me, and 
when I sat down to regt, I would 
take out the book, study it a 
little, and learn what I could. 
I made up my mind that I 
wanted to read the great 
classics in the originals, so I 
just learned the languages in 
order to do that. 


“I would read a grammar 
through, look up the examples, 
making notes as I went along, 
and I wouldn’t pass by any- 
thing until I could explain it. 
I never learned long lists of 
words, but I would read a page 
through, recall the words I 
didn’t know, and then look 
them up. I read anything that 
I thought would be interesting 
to me if it were in English. I 
got so interested in the story 
that I was unconscious of the 
labor —as a man is interested 
in his roses, and doesn’t think 
of the thorns. So I learned 
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ing he heard, but objective and thorough . 


in dealing with facts that. could be 
known only by exhaustive research over 
the whole range of the ancient lan- 
guages related to the Bible. He faced the 
question. seriously — should he go on in 
the highly attractive and necessary work 
of preaching in which he had been so 
greatly blessed, or was God calling him 
to years of toil in comparative obscurity 
and seclusion, in order to let his life 
count for the defense of the Scriptures 
on the basis of linguistic and historical 
facts, which only arduous and patient 
toil could reveal? He chose under God’s 
guiding hand the life of the scholar, and 
thousands have thanked God, and other 
thousands will yet,thank Him, that this 
servant of His said, “Here am I; send 
me.” 

What Robert Dick Wilson believed 
with all his heart is this: that textual 
and historical Biblical controversies 
should be taken out of the region of sub- 
jective personal opinion, into the region 
of objective, clearly attested fact. It was 
to this task that he set himself, and no 
labor was to be too long or too tedious 
or exacting to enable him to reach that 
goal, 

He could not at that time learn Baby- 
lonian in America, so he went to Heidel- 
berg, determined to learn every language 
that would enable him the better to un- 
derstand the Scriptures, and to make his 
investigations in original documents. 

So to Babylonian he added Ethiopic, 
Phoenician, all the Aramaic dialects, and 
Egyptian, Coptic, Persian, and Armenian, 
He studied in Berlin with Schrader, 
who was Delitzsch’s teacher, called the 
father of Assyriology. He studied his Ara- 
bic and Syriac under Sachau, and Arabic 
under Jahn and Dieterichi; Hebrew 
under Dillmann and Strack, 
and Egyptian under Brugsch, 
He became conversant with 
some twenty-six languages in 
these years devoted to language 
acquisition. 

For Professor Wilson had a 
plan, carefully worked out dur- 
ing his student days in Ger- 
many, under which he proposed 
to spend fifteen years in lan- 
guage study, fifteen years in 
Biblical textual study in the 
light of the findings of his studies 
in philology, and then, God 
willing, fifteen years of writing 
out his findings, so that others 
might share them with him. 
And now it is our privilege in 
this booklet to read, in terms 
that we all can understand, 
some of the gloriously reassur- 
ing facts that he has found in 
his long ‘pilgrimage through 
ancient days. 

Just a single glimpse of how 
long it has been startles the 
superficial and the ‘scholarly 

(Continued on page 1005) 





eee 





oe 





ee 


ee i 





——— 


ee 


Lesson for November 28 


‘ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


* (3) 1003 


ll. The Apocalypse—The Book of One World 


How present-day conceptions were foreseen 
in the Apostle John's vision 


world has become a reality, and will 

be increasingly the dominating 
factor in the realms of economics, philos- 
ophy, and politics. For twenty-five hun- 
dred years men dreamed of a league of 
nations; now we have the United Nations 
on our shores. Today there are hun- 
dreds of organizations whose titles be- 
gin with the word “International,” or 
“World,” or “Global,” or “Universal.” 
In fact, the whole educational program 
of the western world is being shaped 
in a mold created by the one-world 
ideologies. There is one volume in our 
Bible which may be accurately called 
“The Book of One World” — the Apoca- 
lypse of St. John. 


The Whole World, Geographically 


The whole world is indicated or im- 
plied in a great number of different 
phrases in the twenty-two chapters of 
Revelation. First, with a simple geo- 
graphical connotation, we read in the 
beginning of the seventh chapter of 
“four angels standing at the four cor- 
ners of the earth, holding the four winds 
of the earth” (7:1). As Lenski remarks, 
“The three fours emphasize the number 
of the earth.” The same central phrase 
occurs toward the end of the book, 
where, after the millennium, we read 
that when Satan shall be loosed out of 
his prison, he “shall come forth to de- 
ceive the nations which are in the four 
corners of the earth” (20:8; cf. Isa, 11:12 
and Ezek. 7:2). The entire mass of human- 
ity, the whole world of mankind is fre- 
quently indicated in the significant 
phrase, “they that dwell upon the earth” 
(Rev. 11:10). These “earth dwellers” 
are persecutors of the children of God 
(11:2); they rejoice over the slaying of 
the two divinely sent witnesses who will 
preach in the city of Jerusalem in the 
age of tribulation (11:10); these are 
those that will be deceived by the beast 
out of the earth (13:14); they will wor- 
ship. both the beast out of the sea and 
the beast out of the earth (13:8, 12); 
and will be made drunken with the wine 
of the fornication of the great harlot 
(17:2); in fact, we read in that dread- 
fully dark thirteenth chapter that “the 
whole earth wondered after the beast” 
(13:3, R.V.). When we read, in an 
earlier chapter, that the rider on the 
red horse takes peace “from the earth,” 
the whole earth would seem to be clearly 
implied (6:4). So likewise in the an- 
nouncement of the harvest in chapter 
14, that “the harvest of the earth is 
ripe ... and the earth was reaped” (vs, 
15, 16). 

But the Book of the Revelation does 


ik THE last ten years the idea of one 


This is the second article in Dr. 
Smith’s series on “Prophecy’s Light 
on Our Times.” As 4ll those who 
are familiar with his writings know, 
he is exceedingly careful to give the 
sources of his quotations from and 
references to old and new writers. 
He has therefore supplied the 
Editors with copious footnotes on 
the present articles. But he has 
provided so much valuable mate- 
rial in the articles themselves that 
there is not space enough for the 
footnotes. In many cases they in- 
clude titles, names of authors and 
publishers, and dates of publication; 
in some there are extensive quota- 
tions, and in a few Dr. Smith’s own 
additional observations. But readers 
may be assured that all of Dr. 
Smith’s quotations are carefully 
documented. 








not only speak of the dwellers on the 
earth in general. It particularizes and 
breaks down the human race into a num- 
ber of groups. Thus, e.g., the last word 
of the angel to the Apostle John, as he 
eats the little book, was the command, 
“Thou must prophesy again over many 
peoples and nations and tongues and 
kings” (10:11). When the two witnesses, 
after finishing their preaching work in 
Jerusalem, are slain, we read, “And 
from. among the peoples and tribes and 
tongues and nations do men look upon 
their dead bodies three days and a half. 
.. . And they that dwell on the earth 
rejoice over them” (11:9, 10). Before 
we go on to another passage, we ought 
to tarry here to consider an amazing 
statement made by one of the greatest 
students of prophecy of the nineteenth 
century, Robert Govett. Govett, in com- 
menting on these words makes this state- 
ment: 


“*But how,’ it is asked, ‘is it conceiv- 
able that men all over the earth should 
be rejoicing at the news, when only three 
days and a half intervene between their 
death and resurrection?’ Allowing the 
statement that men over all the earth 
will rejoice, is it not perfectly conceiv- 
able, if the electric telegraph shall then 
have extended itself at the rate it has 
done of late years?” 


It should be remembered that these 
words are taken from the edition of 
1864 of Govett’s monumental work. One 
cannot read these lines without at once 
thinking of that which no one in Govett’s 
day ever dreamed of —television. I do 
not mean that this is a prediction of 
television, but that what is described 
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here can easily take place now that such 
a devise as television has been invented, 

Returning now to the phrases of the 
Apocalypse indicating that the whole 
world is in view, we might quote Reve- 
lation 17:15, “The waters which thou 
sawest, where the harlot sitteth, are 
peoples, and multitudes, and nations, 
and tongues.” As Diisterdieck insists, 
“The waters form the sum total of the 
inhabitants of the earth.” 

‘The preceding clauses contain general 
terms for the great groups of humanity, 
according to their national allegiance, 
their race, tongue, or governments, But 
in the early part of the book, when the 
sixth seal is opened, followed by a great 
earthquake, the darkening of the sun, 
and the falling of the stars of heaven, 
we read, “And the kings of the earth, 
and the princes, and the chief captains, 
and the rich, and the strong, and every 
bondman and freeman, hid themselves 
in the caves and: in the rocks of the 
mountains” (6:15). The late Professor 
Henry Barclay Swete, in one of the most 
important commentaries on the Greek 
text of the Book of the Revelation that 
has ever been written) remarks that 
“seven conditions of life are named cov- 
ering the whole fabric of society from 
the Emperor down to the meanest slave.” 


The Whole World, Politically 


The opening phrase of this verse,'“the 
kings of the earth,” might well introduce 
us to other passages where kings of the 
whole world are referred to. For in- 
stance, in a startling paragraph, in the 
midst of the sixteenth chapter, John says 
that he saw coming out of the mouth of 
the dragon, the beast, and the false 
prophet three unclean spirits, “spirits of 
demons, working signs; which go forth 
unto the kings of the whole world, to 
gather them together unto the war of 
the great day of God, the Almighty” 
(16: 14). Nothing could be more inclusive 
than that, for, as Diisterdieck says, here 
we have “the rulers of all the inhabitants 
of the earth.” In the following chapters 
the kings of the earth commit fornica- 
tion with the great harlot (17:2; 18:9). 
In a mysterious passage we read, “The 
woman whom thou sawest is the great 
city, which reigneth over the kins of 
the earth” (17:18). When the Battle 
of Armageddon is being described, Jehn 
says, “I saw the beast, and the kings 
of the earth, and their armies” (19:19). 

In the thirteenth chapter we have a 
different group of divisions of humanity: 
“And he causeth all, the small and the 
great, and the rich and the poor, and the 
free and the bond, that there be given 
them a mark on their right hand, or 
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upon their forehead; and that no man 
should be able... .” This, says Swete, 
“covers the entire population from the 
Asiarch down to the meanest slave.” 
Lenski suggestively comments, “The 
sieve is made so fine that the least of 
men may not slip through.” There are 
other scattered phrases throughout the 
book pointing to the same universality; 
e.g., we read of Satan, he is “the deceiver 
. of the whole world” (12:9; cf. 20:3, 7); 
previous to the ‘actual fall of Babylon, 
the second angel cries out, “Fallen, fallen 
is Babylon the great, that hath made 
all the nations to drink of the wine of 
the wrath of her fornication” (14:8; cf. 
Jer. 25:17; 51:7); referring to the same 
Babylon, whatever be the meaning of the 
word here, another angel says, “By the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication all 
the nations are fallen. .. . For with thy 
sorcery were all the nations deceived” 
(18:3, 23). 

That the whole world of mankind is 
in view throughout the prophetic chap- 
ters of the Book of the Revelation could 
hardly be more emphatically expressed. 
Perhaps we ought here simply to list 
the global terms we have thus far dis- 
covered in our verses: kings of the earth, 
peoples, multitudes, tongues, all nations, 
tribes, kings of the whole world, the 
four corners of the earth, the whole 
earth, every bondman, every freeman, 
the chief captains, princes, the ‘rich, the 
poor, the strong, the small, the great. , 


Not only, however, does the Book of 
the Revelation again and again insist 
that its judgments and plagues will be 
world-wide, but in these chapters we 
actually have clear indication of a united 
world, that is, one world, bound together 
in opposition to God. It has not been a 
long while, I am ashamed to say, since 
I first noticed the tremendous signifi- 
cance of a very slight alteration in the 
Revised Version of Revelation 11:15, 
which certainly seems to be a most re- 
markable prophecy of a one world gov- 
ernment. In the Authorized Version 
{which has many inaccuracies in the 
pages of the Apocalypse) the central 
- phrase reads, “The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord.” In the Revised Version, however, 
the phrase reads, “The kingdom of the 
world is become the kingdom of our Lord,” 
Note carefully the singular form of this 
noun “kingdom.” I have looked through 
scores of commentaries on the Book of 
the Revelation to discover if perchance 
some might have caught the profound 
implication of this single phrase, but the 
only one I have found is the late Pro- 
fessor Swete, whose comment,, though 
brief, accurately sets forth the deeper 
meaning of this clause: “The words 
suggest the vision of a world-empire 
once dominated by a usurping power, 
which has now at length passed into 
the hands of its true Owner and Im- 
perator.” 


Returning to the thirteenth chapter, 
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which is, after all, the great crisis chap- 
ter of the book, we read, of the beast 
coming up out of the sea, a great world 
dictator, “It was given unto him to make 
war with the saints, and to overcome 
them: and there was given to him 
authority over every tribe and people 
and tongue and nation” (v. 7). If the 
phrase, “the kingdom of the world,” in 
11:15, speaks clearly of a condition at 
the end of this age, when there will be 
a united world government, a single 
kingdom, then surely this verse prophe- 
sies, with equal clearness, a world dic- 
tator. Even Diisterdieck, one of the great- 
est New Testament German scholars of 
the last half of the nineteenth century, 
admits that in this verse we have de- 
picted, “the anti-Christian universal 
monarchy of the Beast. ... The expres- 
sion designates by its four specifications 
the entire number of the inhabitants of 
the earth who easily appear in opposition 
to the saints.” As our Lord toward the 
end of His life spoke of Satan as “the 
prince of this world” (John 12:31), the 
Apostle John sets forth an actual, satan- 
ically energized being, visibly ruling the 
whole world with his diabolical power, 
and girding the world for its great final 
conflict against the Lord. 


There are two final references in this 
book to the same dictator, or at least 
to a world dictator, both occurring in 
the seventeenth chapter and together 
setting forth a most terrible condition 
to prevail on this earth. Of the ten 
kings depicted by ten horns we read, 
“These have one mind, and they give 
their power and authority unto the 
beast. . . . For God. did put in their 
hearts . . . to come to one mind, and 
to give their kingdom unto the beast” 
(vs. 13, 17). To quote Swete again, “The 
Beast can rely both on the actual fight- 
ing power of his allies and on the moral 
force which belongs to their position.” 
Beckwith, no premillennial ‘interpreter, 
in a very scholarly work published on 
the Revelation, by Macmillan, some 
years ago, says of the same passage that 








My Hope 
By Mrs. Clifford McMahan 


HRIST in me, the hope of glory, 
How He thrilled my sin-sick soul, 
When by faith I heard His answer, 
“Go; thy faith hath made thee whole.” 
Christ in me, the hope of glory, 
Victor over doubts and fears, 
And He grows more real and precious 
With the passing of the years. 


Christ in me, the hope of glory, 
Trusting His unchanging Word, 

I must walk in sweet communion; 
That His still small voice be heard. 

He has never, never failed me, 
Every need He has supplied; 

I find all I need.in Jesus, 
And my soul is satisfied. 
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these ten kings represent “the totality 
of the powers of all nations on the earth 
which are to be made subservient to 
Antichrist.” Omitting all phrases that 
speak of humanity in general, let us just 
recall the phrases that clearly include 
all living souls on earth at the time 
when these final world conditions shall 
prevail—every bondman, every free- 
man, all nations, the kings of the whole 
world, the whole earth, the kingdom of 
the world, every tribe, and people, and 
tongue, and nation. 


Here then we have vast political, 
moral, religious, and ethical movements 
on a world-wide scale, emphasized again 
and again, as much as a language could 
ever depict such truth. We have the 
whole earth set forth as geographically 
one, governmentally one, militaristically 
one. Here all humanity appears on the 
stage according to its various races, its 
nationalities, its tribes, and tongues, and 
here all men appear as_ individuals, 
whether bond or free, great or small. 
Now set down at the side of this the 
recognized fact of one world, which is giv- 
ing to our contemporary civilization a new 
vocabulary, demanding new texts in every 
field, and leading to the erecting of build- 
ings and institutions costing hundreds of 
millions of dollars for the conducting of 
global programs. Set down beside this 
fact of one world the great writings of 
the first century in which Christ lived 
and worked, together with His apostles, 
and at the same time place here this 
Book of the Revelation, written toward 
the end of that century, and you will 
find that neither Cicero nor Versgil, 
neither Strabo the geographer nor the 
two Plinys in science, neither Tacitus 
the Roman nor Josephus the Jewish his- 
torian, nor the great essayists Plutarch 
and Seneca, have anything to say about 
one ‘world to come, united under one 
single government. But the closing book 
of our Bible does set forth what is un- 
folding before our very eyes. Dr. Adolf 
Keller, one of the outstanding church- 
men of the world today, and probably 
the greatest authority on Protestantism 
in Europe in our generation, said: “We 


had forgotten that the Bible does NOT. 
speak of a world which would grow bet- . 


ter and better day by day in an eternal 
process of evolution, but rather of a 
Judgment Day which would bring the 
world to an end. We took our civiliza- 
tion for granted, and did not listen to 
the ominous trampling of the hoofs of 


the apocalyptic steeds which caused the-. 


earth to tremble in fear and despair.” 
(To be continued) 


In looking out for opportunities of do- 
ing great things in the Lord’s cause, we 
lose daily, hourly opportunities for little 
acts of self-denial which especially re- 
quire’ the grace of Christ.—Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. 
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“Is the Higher Criticism 
Scholarly?” 


* (Continued from second page) 


student as well, when either learns that 
in order to answer a single sentence of 
a noted destructive critic, Professor Wil- 
son read all the extant ancient literature 
of the period under discussion in numer- 
ous languages, and collated no less than 
one hundred thousand citations from that 
literature in order to get at the basic 
facts, which when found showed that 
the critic was wrong. It was largely a 
case of superior scholarship — in accord- 
ance with a good definition of the schol- 
arly temperament — “that rare combina- 
tion of profound insight, sustained 
attention, microscopic accuracy, iron 
tenacity, and disinterested pursuit of 
truth, which characterizes the great sci- 
entific discoverer or the great historian.” 

Professor Wilson’s productive work has 
been presented hitherto almost entirely 
to his students, some two thousand of 
whom have been in his seminary classes 
through the years; in scholarly journals 
of restricted circulation; and in a few 
books, one of the most remarkable of 
which is his “Studies in the Book of 
Daniel.” 

“Professor,” I asked, “what do you try 
to do for your students?” 

Instantly he replied, with quiet ear- 
nestness: “I try to give them such an 
intelligent faith in the Old Testament 
Scriptures that they will never doubt 
them as long as they live. I try to give 
them evidence, I try to show them that 
there is a reasonable ground for belief 
in the history of the Old Testament. 
{He did not specialize on the New Tes- 
tament.] 

*T’ve seen the day,” he went on, “when 
I’ve just trembled at undertaking a new 
investigation, but I’ve gotten over that. 
I have come now to the conviction that 
no man knows enough to assail the truth- 
fulness of the Old Testament. Whenever 
there is sufficient documentary evidence 
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to make an investigation, the statements 
of the Bible, in the original texts, have 
stood the test.” 


That is a significant statement from 
one who does not have to trust to hear- 
say in matters of criticism, and who has 
worked for so many years in devout 
self-denying study of the sources and 
the text of the Old Testament. “When 
a man says to me, ‘I don’t believe the 
Old Testament,” exclaimed Dr. Wilson, 
“he makes no impression upon me, When 
he points out something there that he 
doesn’t believe, he makes no impression 
upon me, But if he comes to me and 
says, ‘I’ve got the evidence here to show 
that the Old Testament is wrong at this 
or that point’—then that’s where my 
work begins! I’m ready for him!” And 
the professor laughed in his hearty way, 
in evident enjoyment of the prospect of 
such an encounter, 

I think perhaps one reason why I have 
been so stirred by many personal talks 
with this stalwart scholar is the habit he 
has of putting proof before you as he 
goes, and not standing on his dignity as 
though no one had a right to ask ques- 
tions of him about his findings. But 
when a scholar challenges him, then the 
professor is a roused lion—no, an 
aroused attorney for the defense, massing 
his facts so overwhelmingly, proving 
them, driving them home, and disclosing 
the weakness of his opponent’s éase so 
convincingly, that I should think the at- 
torney for the plaintiff in the attack on 
the Old Testament would wish for the 
sake of his reputation that he had not 
ventured on ground where his own igno- 
rance would be so manifest to the court. 
For it is made very evident by a study 


_ of any of Professor Wilson’s keen 


critiques of the destructive critics’ work 
that much of the material so often called 
by the critics “the assured results of 
modern scholarship” is nothing more 
than the quicksand footsteps of a really 
inexcusable, downright ignorance, “Cri- 
ticism,” says Dr. Wilson, “is not a mat- 
ter of brains, but a matter of knowledge.” 


‘ Christmas Greetings That Are Christian 


How one family remembers friends and loved ones at Christihas time 
with messages of true Christian comfort and cheer 


O DOUBT all of us have had the ex- 

perience of receiving Christmas 
cards from friends and loved ones with 
only the conventional “With love, Mary,” 
or some similar salutation. Perhaps 
many have even received Christmas 
cards that were unsigned, and have 
never known who sent them. Often a 
mere conventional Christmas card is a 
real disappointment, especially when we 
know that there is a real need or crisis 


By R. B, KITCHEN 


in the home of the sender, such as sick- 
ness, or a financial or other difficulty, 
which the Lord had laid upon our hearts 
for prayer. 

Possibly one out of twenty-five cards 
received by the writer one Christmas 
contained a message—pretty cards, 
some of them very beautiful things, 
genuine works of art. They represented 
some expense, but only a moment or two 
of time to send a fleeting word of greet- 
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ing. Few contained a Christian message 
or thought —just a winter scene with a 
cutter and sleigh bells; ofttimes “Saint 
Nick” on the proverbial housetop near 
the chimney; or some other unchristian 
touch. Nothing to honor Him, whose 
birthday on earth Christmas is supposed 
to commemorate. 


Of course we know that the world has 
taken over Christmas. The worldly and 
indifferent and unchristian stage the 
greatest parties and send the most ex- 
pensive gifts without having Him in 
their hearts or even in their thoughts. 
We cannot condemn them too much, for 
the god of this world has done a good 
job blinding their eyes to the truth which 
is in Christ, the Prince of peace. All 
the more, however, it is the duty and 
privilege of .every believer to spend 
much time in prayer at this season. 
It is a busy time for most of us, but we 
can begin early to make out our Christ- 
mas card or letter lists. If we plan on 
giving cards they should have been 
carefully selected even before this. 


Nearly ten years ago, after receiving 
some cards so hurriedly mailed that the 
senders forgot to sign them, I determined 
upon a plan. It is a plan that everyone 
may not wish to follow as we are doing, 
but Times readers may get some sugges- 
tions that they can adapt to their own 
needs and convenience and resources. 

We started with our own loved ones 
and near friends, and, with my own fam- 
ily, I discarded cards entirely and, in- 
stead, wrote cheerful newsy letters to 
each one and included a well-written 
and attractive Gospel tract. Such a 
variety of good tracts is available that 
it is not difficult to find one to fit every 
occasion and person. The unsaved, the 
sick and needy. It is surprising how 
helpful a couple of comfort tracts are to 
those who are in hospitals. 

It was a success from the first beyond 
our fondest dreams. Others have taken 
up the idea, and now we receive letters 
from nearly all. “A man that hath 
friends must show himself friendly” 
(Prov. 18:24). Almost from the start we 
had to resort to the use of a duplicator, 
for we found that we wanted to tell 
each person many of the same things, 
and then, down at the bottom, we added 
a personal note, if necessary. 

To sum up, the idea is to convey Chris- 
tian greetings to a host of friends with 
a message from our hearts to theirs and 
to reach homes with a helpful message 
and really present Christ, as Saviour, 
as Comforter, and as Guide in all our 
difficulties. Little ten-cent-store seals 
brighten the pages. We are admonished 
to do unto others as we would that they 
do unto us. Truly it is a blessing to pass 
on information from those on the mis- 
sion field and from others that they 
know, and in return to receive a rich 
store of information from others, 

ANDERSON, Mo, 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





9 
ITH the death of Mrs. Maude 
W Ballington Booth passes a heroic 
figure in Christian philanthropy. 
More than a half century ago she started 
prison work. Up to that time there had 
been'no systematic visiting of prisons. 
She had been speaking in San Francisco, 
and the inmates of San Quentin peti- 
tioned her to speak to them also, From 
then on she preached to prisoners with- 
out intermission. ‘ 


For years she fought for them in the 
executive offices of govemors, in legis- 
lative halls of every state, in Congress, 
and with countless wardens. She toiled 
to make the lot of prisoners more toler- 
able and im earlier days met with much 
opposition. In later years, however, she 
was the one woman admitted without 
question into every prison in the United 
States. 


Her greatest enterprise was the 
Volunteer Prison League of Amer- 
ica, which helps prisoners on parole 
and ex-prisoners needing employment. 
Wives, mothers, sisters, and children 
looked to her, for the imprisonment of 
the breadwinner usually brings distress 
and fear to the family. This is the 
largest relief and religious work for 
prisoners, state and federal, existing. 


Sometime ago I went to the headquar- 
ters of the Volunteers of America on 
W. 28th St., New York, to learn some- 
thing of the work. It was good to meet 
Col. Charles Ballington Booth, grandson 
of the old General of white beard and 
stormy oratory—a _ fine, upstanding, 
clean-cut man like his handsome father, 
Ballington Booth. One might have 
thought that this enterprise of fifty 
years’ standing would have diminished 
and died down through the competition 
of innumerable other faith projects which 
have arisen in the meantime. Not so! 
The budget for the current year was 
over two million. They have homes for 
mothers and children, homes for work- 
ing girls, maternity homes, children's 
homes, fresh air camps, men’s service 
clubs, industrial homes. They supply 
meals by the million and lodging by the 
half million, In the then current year they 
had issued 1,388,227 garments and shoe- 
pairs, and 449,030 pieces of furniture to 
poor folk. The brewers take all these 
things from the poor — freedom, health, 
capacity to work, employment, fatherly 
care, clothing, home, and honie’s furni- 
ture. Colonel Booth told me how greatly 
the repeal of Prohibition had increased 
the need and tragedy in American life, 
The Volunteers seek to repair this enor- 
mous damage. Georges Appia once said, 
“There are two classes in society — 


those who start fires and those who ex- 
tinguish them.” 

Nor do they neglect to preach, as well 
as to live, the Gospel. Their census of 
attendance at Volunteer preaching posts 
reached a million and a half last year. 

Illustrations of their work? Well, take 
the wonderful home at Rockford, Il. 
For twenty years it has been operating 
under the management of Miss Ida 
Shaw. It can house 150 girls. Each 
one helped is a story in itself., They 
come broken, penniless, hopeless, 

Or the similar Volunteers’ Maternity 
Home in Fort Worth, Tex., in charge 
of Captain and Mrs. John McMahon. 
Twenty-eight years ago a sick girl col- 
lapsed in the office of Mr. J. D. Bucka- 
lew, to’ whom she had applied for work. 
He helped her, and then helped others, 
and the result is this institution. 


Mr. Ferguson’s international ministry 
through tracts is bearing fruit. An in- 
teresting letter comes from a French 
Canadian boy in New _ Brunswick, 
Stephen Poirier by name, who is only 
sixteen, and not yet out of high school. 
He acknowledges the receipt of litera- 
ture, “Their prayerful distribution has 
been wonderfully blessed. Many are 
under conviction, and eight have ac- 
cepted Christ. 

“My own Sunday school class,” he con- 
tinues, “has been enlarged. I wonder 
if you would have on hand something 
suitable for about thirty-five boys of 


ages ten to twelve? I am a member of 


the United Church of Canada, but hesi- 
tate to use their literature. It is almost 
completely modernistic. Could you then 
send me forty copies of John’s Gospel 
in English and twenty copies of ‘The 
Reason Why’?” (This is a greatly useful 
tract by a New Zealand member of the 
Christian Business Men’s Association.) 
“I am in a position to reach French 
Roman Catholics in this area. Would 
like literature for ten families. Whether 
you can supply these needs or not, you 
can count on continuous support from 
me and my friends by the power of 
prayer.” 

Such a soldier of the Cross should not 
lack ammunition. 


Greek Catholic churches have been 
taken into the Federal Council of 
Churches and its extension, the World 
Council of Churches. It has been done 
without referring the matter to the great 
constituency which the Federal Coun- 
cil pretends to represent. What does 
the Eastern church stand for? One 
prominent, contemporary _ theologian, 
Father Bulgakov, writes, ~ 

“Christianity without the veneration 
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of Our Lady is another religion.” .He 
builds the whole of his theology on the 
experience of Mary worship. “We Rus- 
sian Orthodox are tolerant of differences 
of opinion about Our Lady, so long as 
we are united in the cult of Mary.” They 
are not tolerant, but persecutors, of those 
who reject the cult of Mary. 

Prof. George Fedotov, a Russian the- 
ologian at Yale some years ago, speak- 
ing at Reed Farm (the Countess Tolstoi 
center) to Russian Orthodox and. High 
Church Episcopalians, remarked that 
the movement of the latter back to pre- 
Reformation Catholicism was weak at 
one point, namely, in the veneration of 
Our Lady. Yet he saw in the present 
High Church Anglicanism “the seeds of 
further and satisfactory advancement. 
We remain under the aspect of hope. 
The wounds of the Reformation will 
finally be healed” (abridged). 

This is the outfit with which the Fed- 
eral Council men of Fourth Ave. and 
Twenty-second St. have tied up the 
Protestant churches. The Russign Or- 
thodox clergy and their superstitions are 
in a large degree responsible for the 
excesses Of Bolshevism. The Revolution 
with its cruelties are a reaction against 
them, 


The New Presbyterian General Assem- 
bly in Mexico.—Mexican Presbyterians 
now number 60,000, and have organized 
a General Assembly. They are full of 
evangelical zeal. In the City of Mexico 
alone they have three large churches 
and twenty chapels. The Church of the 
Divine Saviour is the largest, with a 
membership of 2,000, worshiping- in a 
former Roman Catholic church which 
was built by the fines and confiscated 
property of the martyred victims of the 
Inquisition. Indeed, in the old bad days, 
it was connected with the Inquisition 
headquarters by an underground pas- 
sage, é' 

Mexican Presbyterianism has greatly 
benefited by & six-year advance called 
“the Progressive Movement.” Among 
those who have participated in its 
evangelism and training classes during 
this period have been such staunch 
evangelical leaders as Dr. Archer An- 
derson, Miss Moennich, Mr. Lavistada of 
Cuba, and Mr. Cabrera. As a result 
there have been added to the 1941 sta- 
tistics nearly two hundred more congre- 
gations and a hundred new church build- 
ings constructed with much sacrifice by 
the churches themselves. Also a hospital 
and a health center, and a second hos- 
pital under construction, two hostels for 
young meh and women respectively, 
seven presbyterial Bible training schools, 
three schools for training women Bible. 
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teachers, one of advanced standing, a 
rural theological institute, a nurses 
training school. Church membership in 
six years has increased thirty per cent, 
and contributions seventy-five per cent. 
In half these Presbyterian families fam- 
ily prayers are observed daily. 

The moderator of the newly formed 
General Assembly is Dr. José Coffin of 
Tabasco, son of a Confederate officer 
who left Kentucky for Mexico after the 
surrender of the South at the close of 
the Civil War. He is a tower of strength 
to Mexican Protestantism, working espe- 
cially among the Maya-Quiché and La- 
candon Indians. His energetic, evange- 
listic work has taken him into rural 
areas, city slums (as in Vera Cruz), and 
the. back country of Tabasco, Chiapas, 
and other states. A tall, gray, distin- 
guished man with long moustache, he 
is a true soldier of the Lord of soldierly 
appearance, 

The church has also contributed funds 
for the establishment of new types of 
work in adult literacy and agriculture 
which will be carried on in the future 
by Mexican Presbyterians. 


The very successful evangelistic move- 
ment among Mexican Presbyterians in 
the last few years stressed personal 
work. Pastors revived testimony meet- 
ings so that stories of successes might 
inspire others. Captain Taylor sends me 
the following illustration: 

“In Mexico, bread vendors carry their 
supplies in large baskets on their heads. 
This man, as he left his shop one day, 
tucked his Bible under the white cloth 
which covered the bottom of the bas- 
ket. As he passed along the street 
shouting, ‘Bread, bread,’ a door was 
opened and a woman beckoned him to 
cross the street. 

“‘What kind of bread have you?’ she 
asked. . 

“‘T have bread that costs money and 
bread that is free,’ was the reply. 

“‘What! You have bread that you 
give away?’ she exclaimed. ‘Show me.’ 

“Laying his basket on the sidewalk, 
the baker drew out his Bible, and, open- 
ing at John 6:35, passed it to her. ‘I am 
the bread of life: he that cometh to me 
shall never hunger,’ she read. Begin- 
ning at this passage he preached Christ 
and won her and several members of 
her family.” 

The strong and growing Presbyterian 
Church of Mexico began when Miss Ma- 
tilda Rankin crossed the border from 
Brownsville, Tex., in 1872, and began 
Protestant mission work in Mexico. 


Mention of South India Church Union 
has not been made here because of its 
little importance in the annals of the 
Kingdom of God. But now comes Dr. 
Henry Sloane Coffin to declare it “the 
most significant event in ecclesiastical 
history since the Reformation.” Those 
who initiated it in 1919 were thirty-two 
non-Anglicans and seven Anglicans, Its 
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whole tendency is toward the absorption 
of the non-Anglicans by the Anglicans.. 
The 1930 Lambeth Conference said as 
much: 

“We welcome the principle of the 
scheme which is that of uniting the 
churches through unification of minis- 
tries, so that eventually every minister 
exercising a permanent ministry in the 
United Church will be an episcopally or- 
dained minister.” 

But, as so often, this church union 
maneuver has resulted in disunion. The 
Anglo-Catholics in their dissatisfaction 
have, through their Society for the 
Propaganda of the Gospel, cut off the 
salaries of forty-four missionaries in 
South India and ended grants for medi- 
cal aid and other work amounting to 
£25,000. The Scottish Episcopal Church 
announces: “In common with all other 
provinces of the Anglican Communion, 
the Scottish bishops formally declare 
that the Episcopal Church in Scotland 
is not in communion with the Church 
of South India.” This separates from 
Anglican fellowship members of the four 
former dioceses of the Anglican Church 
in India. 

If this episode has “significance” it is 
a significance quite different from what 
Dr. Coffin assigns to it. 


Truly Significant News From India Is 
This.—Ten million people in India are 
totally blind; thirty million others are 
partially so. At least 100,000 with cata- 
racts are operated on every year, and 
most of them receive sight. 

Engaged in this merciful work at Mun- 
geli in the Central Provinces, thirty- 
four miles from the railway station at 
Bilaspur, is the Christian Hospital, 
headed by Dr. Victor C. Rambo, a gradu- 
ate of the Medical School of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania and recipient 
of the Kaiser i Hind Medal. He is as- 
sisted by five other doctors, three of 
whom are Hindus. It has only 75 beds 
yet constantly, for months at a time, has 
from 100 to 175 patients. 

All types of surgery are used, but the 
main emphasis is on eyes. Last year, 
of its 2,873 operations, 1,913 were for sight, 
900 having been because of cataracts. 

But for every blind Indian given sight 
there are ten others who might be seeing 
if finances were at hand. Dr. Rambo 
estimates that at least 500,000 persons in 
India with operable cataract — men, 
women, and children — could see now if 
surgery could be gotten to them! 

Mr. Harry J. Tiedeck of the Philadel- 
phia Committee states: “The Committee 
has loaned Dr, Rambo, for six months 
out of the year, to teach opthalmology 
at Vellore Christian Medical College. 
The University of Pennsylvania and 
Johns Hopkins Medical School have re- 
cently sent three of their top men to 
India to do graduate work in the Mun- 
geli Christian Hospital.” 

An extension of the hospital plant is 
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projected. The headquarters of the 
Rambo Committee are at Room 1505 
Fidelity-Philadelphia Building, 123 South 
Broad St., Philadelphia. Remember it 
now and in your will—the Mungeli 
Christian Hospital. Thousands of surgi- 
cal dressings are needed. “Many women 
who have been making dressings for the 
war may now wish to make them for 
India’s blind. We will tell you what is 
needed.” . 

The blind leaders of a blind ecclesias- 
ticism are beyond operation. “For judg- 
ment I am come into this world, that 
they which see not might see; and that 
they which see might be made blind.” 
Let us turn to the more hopeful class, 
the physically blind, and help them, 


“It’s a long time since Herodotus de- 
scribed the little folk of distant Central 
Africa, but the Gospel has at last 
reached them. Miss Bell of the Africa 
Inland Mission describes one to whom 
she had often preached, asking him if 
he had at last received the avords of 
God. 

“Yes, we have,” he answered. “Every 
night we meet for prayer. We sing 
‘Jesus Loves Me’ and ‘What Can Wash 
Away My Sins?’ and then call on God 
to protect us in the night.” 

Miss Bell then inquired if he were 
sure that, on death, he would go to 
Heaven. The Pygmy stood at attention, 
hand at salute, and said: 

“When I die I will go to Cod’s vil- 
lage. I will salute and say, ‘Greetings, 
God. I am come to my house in Your 
village.’ 

“And when He asks me what permis- 
sion I have to enter, I will tell Him that 
His Son Jesus Christ died for me and 
washed my heart clean in His blood. 
Then He will tell me, ‘Enter; your house 
is waiting for you.’” 

Miss Bell’s comment: 

“He was perfectly sure about his sal- 
vation, and so am I.” 


Brief Notes 

In Kopu,,.in remote Kweichow, there 
is a blind school started by two brave 
Chinese girls: Susie Chang, a blind Chi- 
nese teacher; and Priscilla Chu, a Miao 
girl, who has had Bible school training 
and some hospital experience. Twenty- 
nine blind children, rescued from ill- 
treatment in poor homes, are being 
taught to read and write Braille and 
to do all sorts of useful things. “Most 
of them love the Lord.” 


At the Bible Society Conference in 
Dunblane, Scotland, a Mexican delegate 
told of the literacy campaign which is 
opening new doors to Bible sale; Every 
Mexican is obliged by law to teach an 
illiterate to read during the year. If 
he cannot prove that he has done this 
he is obliged to pay a>special tax to the 
budget of public instruction. This has 
had surprising results, (From report of 
the conference in Le Christianisme.) 
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LESSON 9. NOVEMBER 28. PARABLES IN THE BIBLE 


Isaiah 5:1-7, Matthew 13:31-33, Oe a SO eK ew printed text, Matthew 13:31-33, 
; Luke :Jo- 


Golden Text.—Never man spake like this man.—John 7:46 


Kine James VERsIONn 


Matt. 13:31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, 
The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which 
a man took, and sowed in his field: 

32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, 
it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. 

33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven 
is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three 
measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 

44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in 
a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for 
joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that 
field. 

45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, 
seeking goodly pearls: 

46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and 
sold all that he had, and bought it. 

Luke 15;3 And he spake this parable unto them, > 

4 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one 


of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, 
and go after that which is lost, until he find it? 

5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. 

6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends 
and neighbours, saying unts them, Rejoice with me; for I have 
found my sheep which was lost. 

7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just per- 
sons, which need no repentance. 

8 Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose 
one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and 
seek diligently till she find it? 

9 And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her 
neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found 
the piece which I had lost. 

10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
PARABLE is an _ illustration. 
JA Bometting real’or imaginary is 
used as a picture to teach or im- 
press a moral or spiritual truth. The 
parables in the Old Testament, such as 
that of Jotham in Judges 9:15, are more 
like what we think of generally as fables. 
Ezekiel used this method of parabolic 
teaching frequently, as did others of the 
prophets. But the parables of Jesus 
are incidents mostly taken from every- 
day life, which aptly illustrate the great 
truths He desired to convey to men. We 
are told that “without a parable spake 
he not unto them” (Matt. 13:34). By 
setting forth the truth in this way He 
challenged the attention of His hearers. 
Where there was real concern and an 
earnest desire té know and to do the 
will of God, they would come to Him, 
as His disciples did (Matt. 13:36), to 
inquire the meaning that lay behind the 
story. On the other hand, if there was 
no exercise of conscience they would go 
their way indifferent to the message, and 
having heard the parable they would 
pay no attention to it, but would be 
hardened in their sin (Matt, 13:13-15). 
In Matthew 13 we have seven parables, 
designed to set forth the mysteries of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, that is, the se- 
crets of Heaven’s rule over the earth 
while the King Himself is rejected. We 
need to remember that the Kingdom of 
Heaven is not Heaven itself, but that 
sphere on earth where Christ’s authority 
is recognized. That is Christendom. In 
this Kingdom there are good and bad, 
faithful and unfaithful, servants, who 
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will be separated into two distinct classes 
at the close of the age, the one entering 
into blessing and the other given up to 
judgment, 


The Historical Setting 


Our Lord’s teaching ministry on earth 
was comparatively short, only a brief 
three and a half years. During this 
time He went throughout all Palestine, 
doing mighty works and preaching the 
Gospel of the Kingdom. He related 
many parables setting forth God’s con- 
cern for the ‘sinner and man’s responsi- 
bility. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 13:31.—“The kingdom of heaven 
is like to a grain of mustard seed.” That 
which began in a very small way was 
destined to become a great world-church, 
a power among the nations. It was 
Christ Himself who sowed the seed, but 
the development was to be left largely 
in the hands of those who professed to 
believe in His name, 


Verse 32.—“Becometh a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and lodge in 
the branches.” In the parable of the 
Sower, Jesus taught that the birds of 
the air are Satan’s emissaries, who seek 
to hinder the work of God (v. 19). These 
evil agencies found shelter in the great 
world-church pictured by the mustard 
tree, 


Verse 33.—“The kingdom of heaven is 
like unto leaven .. . hid in three meas- 
ures of meal, till the whole was 
leavened.” It pictures the surreptitious 
work of the false church, corrupting 
every truth of the Word until complete 
apostasy sets in. It is not the Gospel 
converting the world. Leaven is always 


a type of evil, either in doctrine or in 
practice, 

Verse 44.—“Treasure hid in a field.” 
Israel is God’s peculiar treasure, now 
hidden, until the present age comes to 
an end. ‘For the purchase of this treas- 
ure Jesus paid a great price on Calvary. 

Verse 45.—“A merchant man, seeking 
goodly pearls.” It is not the sinner seek- 
ing the Saviour, but rather the Saviour 
seeking the Church, which is the pearl 
of great price. , 

Verse 46.—“Went and sold all that he 
had, and bought it.” On the cross our 
Lord gave all in order that He might 
make the Church His own, This is the 
pearl for which He gave Himself (Eph. 
5:25). 

Luke 15:3—“He spake this parable 
unto them.” In this chapter we have 
one parable divided into three parts: the 
first, showing the good Shepherd seek- 
ing the lost sheep; the second, setting 
forth the work of the Holy Spirit 
through the Church, seeking and finding 
the lost coin; and the third, the attitude 
of the Father toward repentant sinners, 

Verse 4.—“The ninety and nine in the 
wilderness”; not “in the shelter of the 
fold,” as a deservedly popular Gospel 
song has it. These are they who have 
no realization of their need. The Shep- 
herd goes after “that which is lost” un- 
til he finds it. It is Christ seeking after 
those who have admittedly gone astray. 
They are lost, and cannot find their way. 

Verse 5—“He layeth it on: his shoul- 
ders.” Note the security of the one 
whom the good Shepherd has found. It 
is carried on His shoulders. Dr. W. P. 
McKay points out that if it had been 
a snowy day when the shepherd went 
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Lesson for November 28 


after the lost sheep there would have 
been six footprints all the way out, but 
only two, footprints all the way back. 

Verse 6—‘“Rejoice with me.” The 
friends of the shepherd share in his joy 
when the lost is found and brought 
safely home: 

Verse 7.—“Joy shall be in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth.” In Heaven 
they know what a soul is worth and 
they rejoice when the Lord saves the 
lost. 

Verse 8—“What woman having ten 
pieces of silver." The Bethlehemite 
women wore ten silver coins in a band 
on the forehead. The loss of one was 
considered a great calamity. The silver 
had no life in -itself. It must be sought 
and light’ thrown upon it. This indi- 
cates the Spirit’s work. 

Verse 9.—“She calleth her friends and 
her neighbours together,” in order that 
they may rejoice with her because of 
the finding of the lost piece of silver. 

Verse 10.—“There is joy in the pres- 
ence of the angels of God over one sin- 
ner that repenteth.” Note, it is not sim- 
ply that angels rejoice when a soul is 
saved, but there are those in Heaven 
who are “in the presence of the angels,” 
that is, saints in Glory, who are filled 
with joy when the lost soul is found, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Lord foresaw how far the Church 
would ‘drift from the piety and sincerity 
of .early days, but throughout all the 
dispensation of grace the work of soul- 
saving would go on; for no power can 
prevent the Gospel doing its work in 
the hearts of believing sinners. No mat- 
ter how dark the day, nor how wide- 
spread apostasy may be, the Lord is still 
seeking the lost and saving all who put 
their trust in Him, 


Lesson Outline 


1. The worldly church (Matt. 13:31, 32) 

2. The spread of apostasy (v. 33) 

3. Israel, God’s hidden treasure (vs. 44, 
45) . 

4. The true Church, Christ’s pearl of 
great price (v. 46) 

5. The good Shepherd seeking the lost 
(Luke 15:3-7) 

6. Finding the lost coin (vs. 8-10) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Leaven in Scripture, It is important 
to notice the significance of leaven in 
the Bible. It is never used as a symbol 
of anything good, but rather of that 
which is evil. Leaven is really corrup- 
tion. Its action has to be stopped by 
fire. During the Passover seascn Israel 
had to put away all leaven (Exod. 12). 
There was to be no leaven in the meat 
offering (Lev. 2). Christ warned His 
disciples to beware of the leaven of 
Herod, which was worldliness and politi- 
cal corruption; the leaven of the Phari- 
sees, which was hypocrisy and self- 
righteousness; the leaven of the 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. November 21.—Poetry in the Bible. 
1 Samuel 2:1-10; 2 Samuel 1:19- 
27; Psalms 23; 24; 103; 136:1-9; 
Lamentations 3:19-39; Habakkuk 
3:17-19, Luke 1:46-55 
Next Week’s Lesson 
10. December 5.—History in the New 
Testament. Acts 1:8, 2:1-4; 4:1-4; 
8:4-17, 25; 11:1-18; 13:1-3; 14:26, 
27; 16:1-10, 28:16, 30, 31 








Sadducees, which was false doctrine. 
In 1 Corinthians 5 we read of “the 
leaven of malice and wickedness,” and 
we are told to put away the “old leaven.” 
In Galatians legality is likened to leaven, 
which, if tolerated, would leaven the 
whole lump, that is, it would pervert 
the Gospel completely. 


The Treasure and the Pearl, Many 
teach that these both represent Christ 
of His salvation, and that the sinner is 
the merchantman who purchases these 
precious things. This would be to put a 
price on God’s salvation. We have noth- 
ing with which to buy. But Christ came 
seeking lost men—both in Israel and 
among the Gentiles—and He paid a 
great price to redeem them to Himself 
Calvary was the market place where He 
sold all that He had in order that He 
might purchase the Church to be His 
pearl for eternity. 


Summaries and Applications 


It is well to study both Matthew 13 
and Luke 15 as a whole in order to get 
the full outlines set forth in each of 
these very rich and wonderful chapters. 

In Matthew 13 we have a marvelous 
unfolding of the mysteries of the King- 
dom of Heaven—the sphere of Chris- 
tian profession here on earth. In Luke 
15. we see the entire Trinity, the Son, 
the Holy Spirit, and the Father, all con- 
cerned in the salvation of the lost. 

Of the unsaved we read, “There is 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 
HAT circumstances occasioned the 
parables of (a) Matthew 13 and (bj 
Luke 15? 
2. How would you define the topics of the 
two sets of parables? 
3. What is the purpose of parables? 
4. How would you divide the parables 
of Matthew 13? 


5 What are the conflicting interpretations 
of the parables of the Mustard Seed and 
the Leaven? 

6. What strong support does the parable 
of the Leaven give to the latter interpre- 
tation? 

7. Who is the finder of the “treasure” 
and the “goodly pearl” of Matthew 13? 

8. What truth is emphasized in the par- 
ables of Luke 15? e 

9. What suggestion of the Trinity is seen 
in the parables of Luke 15? 

10. What primary, practical question do 
these Lucan parables present? 


(Answers on page 1017) 
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none that seeketh after God” (Rom, 3: 
11). It is God who is ever seeking the 
lost and saving them by His grace. 

The three measures of meal in the 
parable of the Leaven answer to the 
meal offering, which was to be un- 
leavened. This speaks of Christ as the 
food of His priestly family. It is the 
false church that has sought to corrupt 
the doctrine of Christ. 

Actually there are no persons who 
have no need of repentance. The ninety 
and nine represented the Pharisees and 
others who prided themselves on their 
own fancied righteousness and so de- 
spised the publicans and sinners with 
whom they found Jesus associating and 
with whom He ate. In the threefold 
parable of Luke 15 He shows man’s true 
condition and reveals the attitude of 
God toward him, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and loving Father, whose Word is a 
lamp to our feet and a light to our path, 
we thank Thee for the privilege of 
studying it here today. Make our hearts 
as good soil in which Thv truth shall 
grow and produce the fruit of a strong 
and useful Christian life. Help those 
who translate the Scriptures. Bless and 
use those who print and distribute them, 
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and send out Thy Word to all people 
who do not now have it in their own 
tongue. Recover in this land reverence 
for Thy Book, Thy Day, and Thy Son. 
Bring men to see that there is no heal- 
ing of the disease of sin except in the 
Gospel. Raise up men who will lead 
us in righteousness. Turn the hearts 
of the ungodly, the worldly, and ‘the 
wicked from their sin to their Saviour. 
Give relief and comfort to those in want 
and sorrow. Deliver us from selfish dis- 
regard of others’ need, and unconcern 
for the lost. Put in us the spirit of 
Him who came to seek and to save the 
lost, and use us as His messengers of 
love to the straying, for Thy Son’s sake. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—A friend of mine 
has charge of a Gospel mission in a slum 
section of a great city. His home is in 
that district, not because he likes to live 
there, but because he is out to help those 
who must live there. About four one 
morning a drunken man knocked at the 
door, a man the city missioner was try- 
ing to turn to the Lord. “May I sleep 
in your front room?” asked the drunk. 
“Why can’t you go to your own room?” 
asked my friend. “There are three fel- 
lows there more drunk than I, and I 
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cannot get in my own bed,” was the 
reply The missionary did not relish 
taking a drunken man into his home, and 
was about to turn him away in the rain, 
But just then came the thought, What 
would the Lord Jesus do about this? 
Would He turn him away? That settled 
it, and soon the drunken chap was 
ushered in, put on the sofa, covered with 
some blankets, and allowed to sleep off 
his drunkenness in the missionary’s 
front room, 

How did that missionary know the 
Lord would not have turned that man 
away? Because of what we learn in a 
parable of Chirst we have read today. 
We read of a lost sheep and a shepherd 
who left the ninety-nine who were safe 
to find the one that was lost. With that 
story in his Bible, how could that mis- 
sionary turn that lost one from his door? 
Perhaps there is someone in your school, 
someone where you work, or someone 
where you live like that. It matters to 
the Lord Jesus about the lost ones 
around us. He wishes to seek them out 
through us. Does it matter to us? 


Vancouver, B, C., Can. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


HE word “parable” signifies “a plac- 

ing of one thing by the side of an- 
other,” a “comparison,” and hence a 
“simile,” a “similitude.” The Lord spoke 
in parables because it was given to His 
disciples to understand the mysteries 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, while to the 
unbelieving Jews it was not given. A 
parable then, as one has said, “reveals 
and yet conceals.” To babes, it reveals; 
but to those who are wise and prudent 
in their own estimation, it conceals, 

“Mysteries” were revealed in the par- 
ables — “things . . . kept secret from the 
foundation of the world” (Matt, 13:34, 
35). 

How, for example, would anyone know 
that Satan makes it his business to 
catch away the “seed” sown in hearts, 
had not the Lord revealed it? Or that 
he was sowing tares among wheat in 
the Kingdom? 

Who could have known, apart from 
revelation, that God was spreading a 
marriage feast for His Son to which all 
are invited? Or that there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repents? Who could have 
imagined how the Father would receive 
a prodigal? But these, and other 
hitherto “mysteries” are. now revealed ! 

Attention has been called to the fact 
that the Saviour’s parables can be 
grouped under a few general headings, 
showing: 

1. The condition of the people of Is- 
rael resulting in their being temporarily 
set aside as a testimony for God —such 
as the parables of the Wicked Husband- 
man, the Fig Tree, and the Two Sons, 
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2. The setting up of the Kingdom and 
Satan’s opposition to it—such as the 
Sower, the Tares, and the Leaven, 

3. The way of God in bringinz lost 
ones into the Kingdom—such as the 
Great Supper, the Lost Sheep, and the 
Prodigal Son, 


4. The responsibilities of those con- 
nected with the Kingdom —such as the 
Unmerciful Servant, the Talents, and the 
Ten Virgins. 


“The kingdom of heaven is like to a 
grain of mustard seed” (Matt, 13:31, 32). 
The Kingdom of Heaven started as a 
very small thing, but grew and devel- 
oped into a tree large enough for the 
birds of the air to lodge in the branches 
thereof. Phenomenal growth, but no 
fruit mentioned—only birds in the 
branches, 


In the parable of the Sower, there 
was mention made of “the fowls” and in 
the Lord’s explanation, the fowls repre- 
sented “the wicked one” that catcheth 
away the Seed sown in the heart. (Cf. 
v. 4 with v. 19.) To be consistent then, 
we must regard the birds of the air in 
the parable we are considering as repre- 
senting evil. The Lord did not say they 
became part of the tree, but that they 
lodged in the branches thereof. ? 


In the course of my reading, I have 
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read where evolutionists and Commu- 
nists have been welcomed into the pul- 
pits of certain churches and given lib- 
erty to advocate their unscriptural the- 
ories and principles. In my mind’s eye 
I could see them as the counterpart of 
the birds in the branches of fhe mustard 
tree, chirping away against the God of 
creation and redemption. 


“The kingdom of heaven jis like unto 
leaven, which a woman took, and hid 
in three measures of meal” (v. 33).— 
It is profitable to observe how the Lord 
Jesus spoke of leaven in Matthew 16:6 
and Mark 8:15. Leaven symbolized the 
doctrine of the Pharisees, Sadducees, and 
Herodians. Paul, in 1 Corinthians 5:8, 
speaks of “the leaven of malice and 
wickedness” and “the unleavened bread 
of sincerity and truth.” The woman in 
our parable was doing that which was 
forbidden in Leviticus 2:11. Meal al- 
ways represents that which is good, but 
leaven in the meal represents evil doc- 
trine and evil practices. How blind is 
the person who cannot see how rampant 
such things are today, 

Leaven was permitted in the two 
loaves presented to the Lord at the Feast 
of Weeks (Lev. 23:17). These two loaves 
prefigured the “firstfruits” of this dis- 
pensation, viz.: saved Jews and Gentiles. 
Because the old nature remains in those 
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who are saved, the “leaven” was needed 
to represent these believers. But when- 
ever the typical bread represented 
Christ, it must be unleavened! 

One weeps inwardly at meeting many 
today who say, “Our church teaches that 
Jesus Christ was only divine as we are 
divine; and that His sacrifice was not 
vicarious, but that He died as a martyr 
for His principles,” and so on, 


“When he had found one pearl of 
great price ...” (v. 46).—The merchant 
man pictures our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Selling all that He had reminds us of 
the fact stated in 2 Corinthians 8:9, The 
pearl is the only gem extracted from the 
sea. The sea is used in Scripture to 
picture the rushing, restless nations (Isa. 
17:12, 13). The pearl is the result of 
an injury to the oyster which produces 
it. “It is the offending object that be- 
comes, through the work of the injured 
one, a precious and beauteous gem.” The 
one pearl of great price is the Church 
—the fruit of the Saviour’s grief and 
toil. Soon He will take her to Himself 
in Glory, and ultimately display her 
to a wondering world (Eph. 2:7). 

Ah! she must shine in Heaven’s attire 

In purest linen, at His side; 


The pearl of price, His heart’s desire, 
That ransom’d church of God, the Bride! 


Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the whole story of the 

man finding the hidden treasure in 
the field and “for joy thereof” selling 
everything he had in order to purchase 
the field hinges on the man’s sense of 
values. The same applies to the “mer- 
chant man, seeking goodly pearls: who, 
when he had found one pearl of great 
price, went and sold all that he had, and 
bought it” (Matte 13:44-46). 

The man had a keen appreciation of 
the riches in the treasure box which 
he discovered in the field. He regarded 
it as worth more than ail his possessions, 
so he made haste to dispose of his prop- 
erty in order to have enough money to 
buy the field, for if he could: get a title 
to the field it would put him in undis- 
puted possession of the treasure. The 
merchant. seeking goodly pearls knew 
at once when he had found an almost 
priceless gem. He had an appreciative 
understanding of pearls. The sight of 
that pearl made everything else he had 
seem cheap, 

When mail planes were put in serv- 
ice years ago, the first schedule was 
between Washington and New York, and 
the rate was 25 cents an ounce. One 
morning in Washington a man stood in 
line at the stamp window and heard a 
purchaser just ahead of him ask for one 
hundred air mail stamps, putting down a 
twenty dollar bill and a five to pay for 
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them. When the stamp clerk handed 
him the sheet of 100 stamps, the pur- 
chaser, scanning it closely, pointed to 
the vignetted figure of an airplane in 
the center, and said, “This is a misprint, 
See, the airplane is upside down; better 
turn this back to the engraver and give 
me one that is correct.” The stamp clerk 
looked at it carefully, and said, “You are 
right, take this one,” and handed out 
a correctly printed sheet, while the pur- 
chaser walked away with his 100 stamps, 
chuckling and congratulating himself 
for his watchfulness. The man back in 
the line, when he reached the window, 
said to the clerk, “I'll take that mis- 
printed sheet of air mail stamps, if you’ll 
sell it to me.” “Sure,” said the clerk, 
“it’s for sale at the price.” The pur- 
chaser walked away with the one sheet 
in the lot which had a mistake in it, 
and alittle later sold it to a philatelist 
for $50,000! The dealer resold it to a 
millionaire stamp “fan” for $100,000. 
That’s the story: I have no reason to 
doubt it, and I can give you the name 
of the millionaire stamp collector if you 
want it. It shows the value of the ap- 
preciation of values — if you act upon it! 


The two parables point to one price- 
less pearl: Jesus Christ. Only the Holy 
Spirit can reveal to you how wonder- 
ful He is. Only the Holy Spirit can 
show you how cheap in contrast to Him 
are the wares offered by the world. But 
the world has a pitifully false’ sense of 
values, leading hapless ones to invest 
their precious assets—time, talent, 
strength of body and mind—in things 
which perish with the using. “But the 
natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God: for they are foolish- 
ness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned” (1 Cor, 2:14), 


A pig, rooting in the muck, would 
push aside with its snout the Kohinoor 
and Cullinan diamonds to pick up a 


grub and munch it. That is not half. 


so foolish in the pig as a fellow feeding 
on the dirty, cheap literature at the 
drugstore, or the newsstand, while his 


Bible lies dust-covered and unopened on 
the shelf. 


Fellows, have you found Jesus Christ 
precious to your soul? If not, you are 
missing the biggest prize of all, for life 
and eternity. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
show you this Priceless Value: He will 
do it, for He says He will. Read John 
14:26 and 15:26, 


Fontana Da, N.'C, 
+ 4 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial’ depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 


PARABLES IN THE BIBLE 


T LEAST a week ahead of time as- 

sign parables to different members 
of the class. Ask each girl to come pre- 
pared to tell her parable in her own 
words. 1. The Vineyard (Isa, 5:1-7); 
2. Christ’s parable of the Vineyard 
(Luke 20:9-16); 3. The Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:30-37); 4. The Mustard Seed 
(Matt. 13:31, 32); 5. The Leaven (Matt: 
13:33); 6. The Hidden Treasure (Matt. 
13:44); 7. The Pearl of Great Price 
(Matt. 13:45, 46). Girl No. 3 might like 
to use the flannelgraph of “The Good 
Samaritan” put out by the Scripture 
Press, 800 N, Clark St., Chicago, 

The parables of the Bible are unique 
in the literature of the world. They are 
simple little true-to-life stories, but 
each one teaches a profound truth, That 
is one more evidence that the Bible is 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


PARABLES IN THE BIBLE 
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THE NEW 


** The Sweetest Music Ever Tolled”’ 


For five centuries, the Flemish 
carillon bell has been considered 
the only perfect bell. And it 
requires such bells to produce the 
varied harmonies of true carillon 
play. The new 61 CARILLONIC 
BELLS is as tonally perfect as 
those world-famous bells; no other 
electronic bell instrument can 
duplicate it. 


Because beauty of tone is so 
important in evaluating a 
carillon, more than 1500 churches 
and institutions have chosen 
CARILLONIC BELLS. Investi- 
gate fully all the advantages of 
the 61 CARILLONIC BELLS— 
made only by Schulmerich Elec- 
tronics, Inc., Sellersville, Pa. 
Address Dept. ST-89 


For demonstration, visit our New York showrooms, 
150 FIFTH AVENUE 
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the Word of God. Some men have writ- 
ten deep and learned books which are 
useful to people of education and culture 
but which are only able to give head- 
aches to ignorant readers. Others have 
written things simple enough for chil- 
dren and people with little or no educa- 
tional background, but no great scholar 
would bother with them. However, 
when we come to the parables of the 
Bible, we find stories so simple that a 
little child can understand them and 
get something out of them. At the same 
time the teachings of the parables are 
so profound that the greatest scholars 
find them worthy of study. Only the 
God who made the mind of a child and 
the mind of the scholar is able to pro- 
duce a story suitable for both and for 
every shade of intelligence between. 

People who never read the Bible still 
know something about the parables, 
They understand a reference to “The 
Good Samaritan,” “The Prodigal Son,” 
or “The Pearl of Great Price.’ Why 
is this? “The word of God is quick, and 
powerful” (Heb. 4:12). The word “quick” 
here means “living.” (See Acts 10:42.) 
The parables are all short, some only 
a single sentence in length, yet they are 
all so understandable and so interesting 
that they are not easily forgotten. And 
the message of some of them has revolu- 
tionized the thought of the world. 

Why did the Lord so often speak in 
parables? For one thing, the short, 
thrilling story made the message more 
vivid to His audience. For instance, if 
the Lord had answered the lawyer's 
question in Luke 10:29 by saying, “Your 
neighbor is anyone who needs your 
help,” would not have been half so force- 
ful as is the story of the Good Samari- 
tan. That story is so unforgettable that 
it has been talked about until the expres- 
sion, “a good Samaritan,” has become 
a part of our language. 

Now, Liliian, tell us the story of the 
Good Samaritan. 

That story is wonderful just as it 
stands, isn’t it? And anyone hearing 
it could not help getting the thought 
that it is more noble to come to the 
rescue than to pass by “on the other 
side.” But when we are trying to un- 
derstand Bible parables we need the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit just as truly 
as in every other part of the Bible. A 
man once said to me, “The religion I 
believe in is that of the Good Samari- 
tan. I think if you do as much good 
as you can, you'll come out all right 
in the end.” Oddly enough, I do not 
know any good Samaritan deeds that 
that man does even though we have 
lived in the same community for many 
years. But even if he acted the part 
of the Good Samaritan every day, that 
would not save his soul. The parable 
does not say whether the Good Samari- 
tan was saved himself, although we feel 
sure that he was. In order to get the 
meaning from the: parables that the 
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Lord intended, we must consider the 
occasion for them. That is, why did the 
Lord tell this particular parable? This 
is not always easy to discern, but in 
the case of the Good Samaritan it was 
in answer to a question. What was the 
question? So you see this parable was 
about being a neighbor and not about 
being saved. 

Now let us have Joyce’s parable about 
the Vineyard from Isaiah 5:1-7. Notice 
how the Lord plainly tells what the 
vineyard is a picture of. Watch for 
God’s explanations of things, and mark 
them in your Bible. Whenever we get 
God’s interpretation of a word picture 
in the Bible, we know that we have the 
correct one. 

Gladys will tell us the parable our 
Lord told about the Vineyard, in Luke 
20:9-16. Remember that the ‘vineyard 
represents Israel. Can you see why the 
Israelites resented this parable? 

We have seen that the Lord sometimes 
used parables to make His message more 
clear and vivid to His audience. Mat- 
thew 13:10-16 gives us another reason 
why He often used parables. This was 
to veil His meaning from His enemies. 
Those who truly wanted to learn could 
ask Him the meaning afterward. The 
Lord does not reveal more to those who 
have rejected what has already been 
revealed. 

The rest of the parables we have to- 
day come in this thirteenth chapter of 
Matthew. If you read the twelfth chap- 
ter you will see that the Lord had al- 
ready been rejected by Israel. He spoke 
the first two parables we are having 
today from a boat a little way out on 
the Sea of Galilee. The people were 
gathered together on the shore. In that 
crowd stood many who hated Him and 
had rejected Him. So these two par- 
ables are purposely difficult to under- 
stand. Mary Will tell us about the Mus- 
tard Seed, and Rose about the Leaven. 
Did you girls get any meaning from 
these little parables? If you would Jike 
help in understanding them I can give 
you some other references. For instance, 
Jotham’s fable in Judges 9:8-15 and Dan- 
iel’s vision in Daniel 4:13-15 might help 
you see what a tree is a picture of. 
Exodus 13:7, Matthew 16:12, and 1 Corin- 
thians 5:7 might help you understand 
what leaven is a picture of. 

The parables of the Hidden Treasure 
and the Pearl of Great Price were told 
to the disciples after Jesus had returned 
to the house and sent the multitude 
away. Now Verna will tell us about the 
Hidden Treasure. The meaning of “the 
field”: is given in this same chapter, 
in verse 38. 

Dorene will tell us about the Pearl 
of Great Price. Some people believe 
the pearl in this parable refers to Christ. 
When I hear Christ referred to as “The 
Pearl of Great Price,” I do not object 
because I know the speaker is thinking 
of His preciousness. Every Christian 
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heart will echo that. But I do not think 
that that is the primary meaning of this 
parable. We did not have anything of 
value to “sell” for Christ, whereas He 
did give Himself for us. (See Eph. 5: 
25.) I believe the Pearl is the church 
of Christ “which he hath purchased with 
his own blood” (Acts 20:28). Now let 
us turn to 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20. These 
two verses again remind us of the price 
that was paid for us. Someone quoted 
just twelve worcs from these two verses 
and God used them to transform my 
whole life. “... ye are not your own? 
For ye are bought with a price.” It was 
coming to realize a little of the great 
price the Lord paid for me _ that led 
me to say, “All that I am and ‘all that 
I have shall henceforth be Thine own.” 
Has each one of your girls said that 
to the Lord? Until you do, you never 
know much of the joy of the Christian 
life. If you hesitate to yield yourself 
wholly to the Lord, ask Him to show 
you a little of what you cost Him, 
FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Parables Jesus Told (Luke 10:30-35; 15:8-10) 


URN to the division between the Old 

and New Testaments in the Bible. 
If there are pages for records of births 
and so on, explain that these are not 
part of the real Bible. Examine the title 
page of the New Testament. What is 
a testament, and why is this part of the 
Bible a New Testament: A testament is 
an agreement. The Old Testament, or 
old agreement that God made with the 
Jews was that animals must be. sac- 
rificed for forgiveness of sins so the peo- 
ple might be His people, and they must 
obey the laws He gave them. The real 
sacrifice that made up for sins, however, 
was not an animal, but the Lord Jesus 
Christ who was killed on the cross (John 
1:29; Heb. 10:12). After He came, the 
new agreement was based on believing 
in the Lord. as Saviour. 


The first four Books, that tell about 
the New Testament, are called Gospels 
— the good news of the birth, life, death, 
and resurrection of the Lord. Be cer- 
tain you can name them next Sunday 
to begin climbing the New Testament 
ladder (see article for Lesson 1). 


There is a verse that tells just about 
everything about His life! Yes, just one 
verse, thirty words. Find Matthew 9: 
35. What four things did He do? Cut 
off the first word, and the last three, 
and we have our Memory Verse. Now 
you study it hard, and by my watch I 
will see how long it takes for you to 
learn to tell me those four things in 


the exact Bible words. Who will be 
first? 


When the minister preaches, he usually 
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tells some stories to help us understand 
what he means—grownups call them 
illustrations. When the Lord Jesus used 
to preach and tell the Good News about 
God's taking people who believed into 
His Kingdom or family, He used stories 
called parables. Sometimes He said, 
“The kingdom of heaven is like unto.” 
(See Matt, 13:24, 31, 33, 44, 45, 47.) Other 
times He just told the story to show 
what He meant. Do you remember a 
Memory Verse: “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself’? (Matt. 22:39.) 
“Who is my neighbour?” soneone asked 
(Luke 10:29). The Lord told a story 
about thieves, a minister, a deacon, and 
a stranger. Listen while Harold reads 
the story, putting in our church officers 
instead of the Temple officers. (Choose 
a good reader, and have him prepared 
for the substitution.) “Which now of 
these three .. . was neighbour unto him 
that fell among the thieves?” the Lord 
asked. Can you answer? 

Another time so many bad people 
gathered around Him to listen to His 
words, that the church people were 
shocked. “That man,” they said, “lets 
sinners come to Him; He even eats with 
them!". The Lord told them three 
stories. Sometime today you may like 
to read all three in Luke 15. 

I suppose every boy and girl here, at 
some time, has lost something — maybe 
your ball, maybe a dime, maybe your 
dog. Grownups lose things, too! Lis- 
ten to the story of a lady who lost some 
money. Carolyn will read it (Luke 15: 
8-10). I think the story meant that God 


had lost something (someone). Was the . 


Lord Himself looking for the lost ones 
here on earth? How did He feel when 
He found them around Him? I wonder 
if the church people understood His little 
story. 

Do you remember Andrew, whom the 
Lord asked to come and learn to fish 
for men? He must have told these 
stories later to many other people. By 
next Sunday could you make our Mem- 
ory Verse read something like this: 
Harold and Carolyn went home, to 
school, and out to play, telling the stories 
of Jesus, explaining how Jesus loved 
the boys and girls and died to make 
them children of God, and showing by 
the way they behaved how Jesus had 
cured the sins in their own lives. Ciose 
with prayer for the attainment of these 
purposes. 
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On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance te you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 




















The rugged and 
scenic nature of the 
grrounding country- 
side permits many 
healthful student 
hikes and picnics. 
The Gulch, piercing 
towering Walden 
Ridge. 


“Studying to be 
quiet," two earnest 
young men bend to 
their books in their 
room in The Octa- 
gon men's dormi- 
tory. The poise of 
Bryan students bodes 
well for their futures 
as Christian leaders. 


“Study to he Quiet” 


(1 Thess. 4:11.) 


Arter observing Bryan students 


for several days, a visiting Christian 


business man remarked: “I am im- 
pressed with the high quality .f these 
young people. They are not the type 
who have applied for admission here 
after having been turned down by some 
state educational institution or modern- 
istic college. Most of them, I gather, 
are not from homes of wealth, and at- 
tendance here involves a struggle, to 
which they seem to be squaring their 
shoulders like real men and women.” 


Another distinguished caller voiced 
the conclusion: “Fortunate, indeed, are 
those young men and’ women who at- 
tend such Universities as William Jen- 
nings Bryan. Material possessions here 
are limited. The institution cannot rest 
pridefully in enlarged endowment. So 
far, no man or woman or agency of 
wealth has put into its hands any sig- 
nificant sum for either development or 
support. But the President, every pro- 
fessor, and all staff members comprise a 
scholarly faculty—an administration of 
godly men and women—whose lives are clean 
and without reproach ; who believe implicitly in 
the Bible as the Word of God, an in such 


doctrines as essentially find place in the lives of 
those who implicitly trust the Scriptures."’ 


With an expanding enrollment and increasing 
financial support. Bryan moves steadily forward. 
A member of this year’s senior class recently 
remarked: ‘‘What I appreciate most is the sing- 
ing of a hymn together after each meal. Nowhere 
have I had such sweet Christian felluwship as in 
the Bryan dining hall.’ 


An inviting booklet entitled “‘The 
uel,’’ describing the famous Scopes 
anti-evolutionary trial in detail, is 
yours for the asking. Write direct to 
Office of the President, Box T 







WILLIAM JENNINGS [#6 
BRYAN UNIVERSITY 


DAYTON, TENNESSEE. U.S.A. 
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The charmingly located 
central —_ - E— 
and Below, one 
ef divin a 
classes offering i- 
cal Christian training 
to the outside public, 







A Christian Center 
HE halls of Buffalo Bible Insti- 


tute are alive with activities prac- 
tically every day of the week, including 
Sunday. The regular academic work, 
manifesting itself in the lives of trained 
Christian leaders, of course, is begin- 
ning to be felt increasingly in this and 
foreign lands. But the Institute in ad- 
dition is becoming a center of Buffalo 
Christian work. ' 


Each Institute student is assigned at 
least one weekly appointment in practical Chris- 
tian service, bringing the influence of the insti- 
tution to bear: throughout the city in personal 
and group evangelism. Many souls are being 
won in this way. Here also gather large groups 
of young peopie to plan Youth for Christ meet- 
ings and enjoy Christian fellowship. Buffalo 
C.B.M.C.,-Child Evangelism work, and others 
are making B.B.I. their center of work. 


The Institute operates on a careful finan- 
cial policy, all gifts being promptly ac- 
knowledged. For further information, 
please write direct to Office of President. 


Dept. T-1148 
UFFALO 4 
IBLE INSTITUTE 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.”’ reference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
fimit the Fotal submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Three Reasons Why China Needs 
Christ.—Never man spake like this man 
(John 7:46, Golden Text). C. K. Lee, 
a native Christian leader of China, was 
in this country a few years ago. One 
Sunday he spoke in a modernistic church 
in California. At the conclusion of the 
message, a young college student pro- 
pounded this question, “Why should we 
export Christianity to China when you 
have Confucianism in your country?” 
“There are three reasons,” was the re- 
joinder. “First of all, Confucius was a 
teacher and Christ is a Saviour. China 
needs a Saviour more than she needs 
a teacher. In the second place, Con- 
fucius is dead and Christ is alive. China 
needs a living Saviour. In the third 
place, Confucius is some day going to 
stand before Christ to be judged by Him. 
China needs to know Christ as Saviour 
before she meets Him as Judge.”— 
—From Triumphs of Faith. Sent by 
Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


Just Thanking God.—Never man spake 
like this man (John 7:46, Golden Text). 
Lente, an Indian storekeeper of Isleta, 
told the missionary that he had read 
nearly all of the New Testament which 
he had given him. “I read all the time 
I have to spare,” he added. “Ah, Lente,” 
his white partner interrupted, “don’t try 
to make the missionary believe you are 
so interested. I watch you over there 
in the corner. You have the book open, 
but you go to sleep over it...” “No, 














Christ. $1.25. 





dealer. 





by DR. A. B. SIMPSON 
Christ in the Tabernacle 


In his usual brilliant and refreshing style Dr. Simpson reveals 
the Tabernacle as the grandest of all the Old Testament types of 


Days of Heaven on Earth 


Popular devotional .commentary in 
verse and prose. Arranged for daily 
reading. A beautiful gift book. At 
tractively bound. $1.50. , 





The Holy Spirit; or, Power from on High 


Two volume set which affords the most complete exposition 
of the doctrine of thé Holy Spirit in the Old and New Testa- 
ments. °$3.00 a set. 


Ordtr from your 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
‘ 1517 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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I am not asleep. You do not understand. 
You see, all my life I wondered why we 
did not have any of the words that Jesus 
spoke when He was here on earth; why 
someone did not write them down so we 
could know just what He said. But I 
never knew that they had been written 
down until Brother Burnett came. He 
gave me a little book, ... I thought it 
could not be of much importance. But 
when I came to read it, I found these 
words, ‘Jesus said.’—-On and on I read, 
and every time I came to those words, 
‘Jesus said,’ my heart was so happy I 
could hardly bear it. I had found what 
I had been longing for all my life— 
the words that Jesus spoke while on 
earth. . . . When I come to these words, 
I cannot go on. I must stop and close 
my eyes and pray. I must thank God 
that the words that Jesus said came to 
me. before I died.” Turning to his part- 
ner, he said: “No, you do not under- 
stand. I am not asleep. I am thanking 
God that I have in my hand to read for 
myself the words that Jesus said.”— 
From “The Word of Their Testimony,” 
by Una Roberts Lawrence, Home Mission 
Board, S. B. C. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Petersburg Va. Prize illustra- 
tion, 


Only One Line of a Sunday School 
Verse.—The kingdom of heaven is like to 
a grainof mustard seed, which a man took, 
and sowed in his field (Matt. 13:31). Mr. 
F, Mitchell at the Keswick Convention, 
July, 1947, told of an old woman he had 
met. She said: “I was a terrible drunk- 
ard. I used to go out at six o’clock in 
the morning, as people were going to 
work, and sing for a few coppers, then 
I waited for the earliest hour when the 
public house opened. One morning I 
was making my way back to my filthy, 
unkept and barely furnished home. The 
thirst for drink was so terrible that I 
was becoming desperate, and I had two 
or three hours to wait for the opening 
of the public house, Arriving home I 
knelt down on the dirty floor, and the 
only thing I knew was one line — ‘Jesus 
loves me, this I know’ —I did not know 
the rest, and I prayed, ‘If that is so, 
Jesus, do something for me.’ instantly 
I was set gloriously free.” Mr. Mitchell 
added: “Some of you Sunday school 
teachers may take heart from that. You 
may teach a child a verse of Scripture 
or a simple hymn containing a divine 
truth, and they may go out into the 
world and forget it for years, but the 
seed is buried there. When I saw this 
woman, for ten or fifteen years she had 
been living in a drunkard’s home and 
walking in the midst of old defilement 
without being touched.”— From Keswick 
Week. Sent by E, Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


A Little Girls Pennies.—Mustard 
seed, . . . the least of all seeds: but 
when it is grown, it ... becometh a tree 
(Matt, 13:31, 32). Hattie Wiatt, a little 
girl, came to a small Sunday school 
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and asked to be taken in, but it was 
explained there was no room for her. 
In less than two years she fell ill, and 
slipped away on her own little last pil- 
grimage, and no one guessed her strange 
little secret until beneath her pillow 
was found a torn pocketbook with fifty- 
seven. pennies in it, wrapped in a scrap 
of paper on which was written, “To help 
build the little Temple bigger, so that 
more children can go to Sunday school,” 
For two years she had saved her pen- 
nies for the cause which was nearest 
her heart. The pastor told the incident 
to his congregation, and the people be- 
gan making donations for the enlarge- 
ment. The papers told it far and wide, 
and within five years those fifty-seven 
pennies had grown to be $250,000, and 
today in Philadelphia, can be seen a 
great church, the Baptist Temple, seat- 
ing 3,300, a Temple College with ac- 
commodations for more than 1,400 stu- 
dents, a Temple Hospital, and a Temple 
Sunday school so large that all who wish 
may come and be comfortable. She 
was only a little girl, but who can esti- 
mate the result of her unselfishness, and 
her fifty-seven pennies? — From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can, 


The Treasure in the Scriptures.— 
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
unto treasure hid in a field (Matt, 13: 
44). There is something intriguing about 
a treasure hunt. . .. The thought of 
finding real pirate gold is enough to 
whip any man into a frenzy. In a Mas- 
sachusetts bay two fishermen discovered 
two buccaneer hulls and touched off a 
spirited hunt. The hulls are thought to 
have belonged to the pirates Edward 
Lowe or Samuel Bellamy, who preyed 
on shipping between 1719-1730. There 
was also the discovery of a casket. In- 
vestigation disclosed that an English 
mérchantman was lost with five million 
English dollars for the pay of the Hes- 
sian mercenaries in America. Then, too, 
there was the ship that went down some 
eighty years ago with a half million 
dollars in tin. Weeks of searching have 
brought no gold or tin, but the hunt goes 
on in hope. The Bible has been a source 
of treasure to man for centuries, Within 
its pages are truths dearer than gold 
and more precious than fine jewels. The 
treasure in God’s Word is at hand for 
anyone who will seek; the source is 
never expended. Frequently, in read- 
ing a familiar passage we come to a 
truth which catches us up short; we 
say to ourselves, “I never knew that 
was there before.” The real coin of liv- 
ing is to be found within the Bible. “The 
law of thy mouth is better unto me than 
thousands of gold and silver” (Psa, 119: 
72) —From Essex. Sent by Mrs, S. J. 
Beeker, Petersburg, Va. 


God’s Love for the Sinner.—My sheep 
which was lost (Luke 15:6). After the 
Japanese had captured Nanking, the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


missionaries in Tokyo met secretly to 
hear the report of one of their number 
who had been in Nanking at the time. 
As he recounted the dreadful cruelties 
and wickednesses, one man got up, with 
tears running down his cheeks, and said: 
“I must leave this land. I cannot have 
anything to do with people like these 
any more.” But an older missionary 
took him by the sleeve, and said: “Don’t 
feel like that, Brother! Remember how 
God loved the sinner, though He hated 
the sin!”"—Heard in a British and For- 
eign Bible Society meeting. Sent by E. 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Searching in the Mud.—And seek dili- 
gently till she find it (Luke 15:8). Dr. 
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5000 Wouxens WANTED 


to soll Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
some S tt Scripture calendars, 
greeting cards. Good commission, Send for 
free catalog and price list. 


GEORGE W. NOBLE, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 6-M Pontiac Bldg. CHICAGO 5, ILL. 

















“The India Mission 


Room 311 Elyria Block 
A Soul-Wianing, Bible- Bo Fatatcinen Faith — 
Provi 6600's F 
‘Bate Schools Trelnien N ative Central ‘Provinwss 
A teaittal Held of eho Lord's d's provision 
Write for fuller information. 
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_ CHRIST-CENTERED EDUCATION 
Taylor offers A.B. or B.S. in education degrees preparing youth for Teachers, 
Ministers, Social Workers, Missionaries and other positions in the liberal arts field. 
Pre-professional courses in Engineering, Medicine, and Nursing. 
Building Christian character for over 100 years. 
For catalog and information address 
Dean, Taylor University, Box -T, 


Upland, Ind. " 














of Bible Story Books— 





ALL PICTURES IN FULL COLOR 


eight pages! 


short, simple? 
true to the Bible. The si 

ries include both Old and 
ments. 


every eight 
appealing 
Now ready for you at all bookstores 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUB. CO. 
| 255 Jefferson Ave. S.E. Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 








A Bright New Star in Our Galaxy 


A First Bible Story Reader for 


_ Printed in Large, Clear, Readable Type 


Here is a new, totally different Bible story reader to capture the 
heart of every young child. A full-page, four-color scene _every 


Carefully designed for children of 3 to 8 years, the stories are 
irect ... but always 
-three sto- 
ew Testa- 
The pictures are new and 
exciting, with all the appeal of full- 
color paintings, a full-page picture for 
ages. The jacket isaneye- 
ible scene in four colors. 
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Marian’s 
Favorite 


Bible Stories 


the Young Child 


by Marian Schoolland 
Illustrated by Dirk Gringhuis 


128 pages; 6x 9 inches - 
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Cortland Myers used to tell of the lady 
dressed in silk and satin who was stand- 
ing on the curb of one of the streets of 
Paris, France, when to her horror she 
dropped from her ring into the filth of 
the gutter a valuable jewel. She stooped 
instantly. She carried an elegant sun- 
shade with a bent handle. Using the 
crook: she searched the gutter for her 





Something New 


Paper napkins with Scripture verses for 2 | 
occasion. A FAMILY GIFT PACKAG 

that will delight throughout the year. Con- 
tains enpsilel pastel napkins with appropri- 
ate designs and Scripture verses ~ 
CHRISTMAS, NEW YEAR, EASTER, 
BIRTHDAY. $1.00. Also—Package of 
beautiful colored napkins, with assorted 





t to the astonishment of the crowd, she 
Scripeure for DAILY USE. $1.00. stripped from her dainty white hand her 
0g, Goieenes git See your Chris- glove, rolled up above her elbow her 
; sleeve of costly lace, and with delicate 
fingers searched through the water and 
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mud until she found her jewel. “This,” 
a CENTRAL AMERICA’S 
ae CENTRAL Eight and One-Half Million Souls | 
- “» Hommonag AMERICAN are the special challenge of 
a MISSION 
Sesnsene THE CHURCH OF NORTH AMERICA 
CARIOOAD SEB P 
What Are You Doing About It? 
Sacre Ocean 
3x More than 100 missionaries, hundreds of na- 
7 An ' tional evangelists, pastors, and Bible women 
CENTRAL AMERICA " claim your prayer help and co-operation in 
i Evangelism, ‘Bible Institutes, 
; for literature and information, write to Indigenous Church a 
: Translation, Publication, a 
The Central American Mission Celportage Work, 
Founded by C. I. Scofield, D.D. Women’s and Children’s Work, 
Dept. S Mission Day Schools, 
Radio Broadcasting, 
j 3611:Congress Avenve Dalles 4, Texas . Hospital Work. 









“ 
HRISTIAN WORKERS BUREAU 


A department of Moody Bible Institute, the 
Christian Workers Bureau is an interdenomi- 
national placement service for Christian 
workers and Christian organizations. Through 
files listing pastors, missionaries, business 
administrators, teachers, clerks, matrons and 
many others, the Bureau is replying to more 
than a thousand calls a year foreChristian 
workers. Services of the Bureau are not 
limited to Institute graduates and are provid- 
ed without charge, both to Christian workers 
and to employing groups. For detailed in- 
formation as to how the Bureau can serve 

you, write for the leaflet, “The Key to a 
: Problem.” 
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jewel. It was not found that way. Then, * 
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said Dr. Myers, “is what we must do for 
the jewelry of eternity — mount souls — 
strip off formalism, and search the very 
gutters of society for the lost gems of 
human life and character.”—From the 
Watchman-Examiner. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Tingley, Iowa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ODAY we study the parables. I just 

looked up the word “parable” in the 
dictionary, and the definition is, “A short 
religious allegory, a comparison.” For 
the children it might be made a little 
simpler. It is a story told to teach a 
lesson. The Lord Jesus Christ used a 
parable very often in teaching. He used 
the everyday things that the people could 
see, the sower sowing the grain, the 
tares among the wheat, the net and the 
fish, the treasure hidden in the field, 
the pearl of the merchant man. 

The parables given in the Primary 
references for today are the Good 
Samaritan, the Lost Sheep, and the Lost 
Coin. In the same chapter is the story 
of the Lost Son, 

The Lord told the story of the Good 
Samaritan to teach the people what He 
meant by a good neighbor. He had told 
a young man .the two great command- 
ments, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy strength, and with 
all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thy- 
self.” 

The young man asked, “Who is my 
neighbour?” The Lord told him of the 
good Samaritan and made him answer 
his own. question, 

The three parables, the Lost Sheep, 
the Lost Coin, the Lost Son, all were 
told to show us how much God loves 
the sinner, and what joy there is over 
one sinner that was lost and is found. 
The man with the hundred sheep left 
the ninety and nine an? went out and 
searched for the lost one until it was 
found. The woman who lost a coin was 
not satisfied with the nine “coins she 
had not lost, but called in the neighbors 
and turned the house upside down until 
they found the lost coin. The man with 
two sons grieved over the one who went 
away into the far country, gave a great 
feast when he returned, put on the best 
robe and a ring on his finger and shoes 
on his feet, and rejoiced, for his son 
that was lost had been found. 

Just so the dear Lord Jesus seeks every 
lost sinner, and the angels in Heaven 
rejoice with Him over every one that 
believes and is saved. 

But not all of the parables are in the 
New Testament. Some of the Old Tes- 
tament prophets spoke in parables. Isa- 
iah gives us the parable of Jehovah’s 
vineyard 1n Isaiah 5: 1-7. 

God spoke to Old Testament prophets 
in parables. He gave Jeremiah visions 
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which were like parables—the almond 
rod and the seething pot. He commanded 
him to do certain things to teach a 
lesson, like the story of the linen girdle, 
in Jeremiah 13. 

God gave Ezekiel parables, too, the 
parable of the great eagle, the parable 
of the forest.of the south field, the par- 
able of the sighing prophet, the parable 
of the sword of God, the parable of the 
dross in the furnace, and the parable 
of the boiling pot. 

Other prophets who give parables are 
Amos and Zechariah, so you see our 
book of yarables is taken from many 
places in the Word of God. 

Most of the parables are explained by 
the one giving them. Jesus told the 
disciples what He meant by the parable 
of the Sower and the Lost Coin, the 
Lost Sheep, and the Lost Son. But not 
always are they explained. He did not 
explain the parable of the Marriage 
Feast, or the parable of the Barren Fig 
Tree, but it is not hard to know what 
He was trying to teach the disciples, 
when we read what goes before and after 
the parable. 

Most Primary teachers use parables in 
teaching. Some of the stories used for 
illustration are parables. They help to 
make us understand the lesson, and they 
hold our attention, because they are 
stories. 

How wonderful the Word of God is, 
with all these different things, each put 
there to help us to know what God 
commands and promises, and what each 
of His children should do! 


FELTON, CALIF, 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 1009) 


1. (a) Popular interest (Matt. 13:1, 2); (b) 
Pharisaic criticism (Luke 15:1, 2). 

2. The parables of Matthew 13 are con- 
cerning “the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven” (v. 11), while those of Luke 15 
deal with the joy of God in saving sinners. 

3. The purpose is double —to clarify truth 
to those whose hearts are open, and to hide 
it from those whose hearts are closed (Matt. 
13:10-13). 

4. Four spoken to the multitude, and four 
spoken to the disciples (if we include the 
scribe of verse 52). 

5. (a) The spread of the Gospel and its 
influence; (b) the intrusion of evil into the 
realm of Christian profession. 

6. Leaven in the Bible is consistently a 
symbol of evil (Matt. 16:6, 11; 1 Cor. 5:6-8; 
Gal. 5:9, and the like). 

7. Some say Christ, some say the sinner 
who finds Christ. The descriptions fit both. 

8. The truth expressed as a jibe by the 
Pharisees in verse 2. 

9. The Son as Good Shepherd, the Holy 
Spirit as light in the ministry of the church 
(the woman), the Father welcoming the 
wanderer. 

10. Whether we share the Pharisees’ scorn 
of the sinner, or God’s passion for his sal- 
vation. ye 
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The Young People’s WHY WE DON'T SMOKE 


By John Robbins Hart 
Me H Clergyman, psychologist, lecturer 
Prayer etl ng Pamphlet, 5c per copy. Large quantities at lower rates 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 4245 Westminster Avenue Philadelphia 4, Pa. 
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ity and Prevailing Philosophies,” coast, raise money easily for 
deals with a philosophy of government special needs by selling Gottschalk’s 
that is closely related to the second one Metal Sponges. Most home-makers 
we studied. Communism is a form of rely on these handy sponges for the 


tough cleaning and scouring jobs 
around the house. They save time, 
are harmless to hands, can’t scratch 


Socialism. In the main, Socialism seeks 
to bring about an adoption of its ideas 


through the orderly channels of gradual polished surfaces. That’s why they 
change of government. Communism sell on sight . . ., with big profits to 
seeks to enforce its theories by violent you. For full particulars about our 
means, and even by revolution. Social- pong oe ry eee ey cs today 
ism tries to promote an equality of all to Metal Sponge es Corporation, 
by the participation of all in the govern- 3650 N. 10th St., Philadelphia 40. 


ment, as well as by a sharing of all in / 
the benefits derived through joint owner- GOTTSCHALK'S 
ship of national resources, public facil- 
ities, wealth, and the like. Communism, 
while claiming to do just this, neverthe- 
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less, results in a dictatorship, under 
which a small group controls the affairs 
of the whole nation and administer the 
wealth. The common people have little 
or no voice in the government, and no 
opportunity to change*it if they are dis- 
satisfied with it, 
pd 

The principal Scripture portion as- 
signed for our consideration this week 
parallels the passage in Acts 2 assigned 
for the second topic of the series, which 
dealt with Communism. We considered 
the passage in Acts 4 when we consid- 
ered Acts 2, verses 44 and 45. We saw 
that, although these two passages are 
often quoted in an effort to show that 
the Bible supports socialistic or commu- 
nistic ideas, nevertheless, this is not the 
case. The Socialism, or Communism, 
practiced in the early church, and re- 
ferred to by these two passages, is quite 
different from anything that is being 
advocated today by any political group. 
Here in the early church we have out- 
lined the true Christian method for car- 
ing for the poor and unfortunate. Un- 
like Socialism, the early church did not 
set out to abolish poverty and insecurity 
and war by -legislation or by compul- 
sion. Those who shared their wealth in 
the early church were not compelled 
to do so by any order issued by the 
apostles or the Church Fathers. They 
did so voluntarily, out of hearts filled 
with love toward Christ and toward their 
fellow believers. The money and goods 
that were thus given voluntarily were 
not distributed on any equality basis so 
that everyone got exactly the same 
amount. Instead the distribution was 
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AFTER HITLER! WHAT? 


Hitler left a yast_cemetery without tombstones, after his 
Fathers, mothers, children are gone with 
the smoke and flames of his fury. Nothing can be done for 
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according to the “need” of each individ. 
ual (v. 35). 


se 


Notice also that this sharing of those 
who had abundance with those who had 
insufficient was contained within the 
group of Christian believers. No effort 


“was made to include unbelievers either 


among those who gave or those who re- 
ceived. It was the Christian Church’s 
way of taking care of the poor and needy 
within its own ranks, 


4 


Notice also that no decree went out 
from the church at Jerusalem to 
churches elsewhere that they must adopt 
this same method. The whole matter 
was a voluntary one, and prompted by 
the love of Christ in the heart. Would 
not such a testimony from the true 
Church today have a marvelous testi- 
mony to the world if it were practiced 
today? 

True, this principle is practiced to 
some extent. In many denominations 
there are poor funds, contributed to by 
the church’s membership, and distrib- 
uted to needy persons. But often the 
fund is insufficient to do what needs to 
be done for the Lord’s own who are in 
real need. 

Orphanages and hospitals and homes 
for the aged are maintained by many de- 
nominations, and many of them are do- 
ing an excellent job. But if more money 
were available, it would net be so diffi- 
cult for some worthy and needy mem- 
bers to share in their benefits. All too 
often, sick or aged Christians cannot 
afford the fees that must be charged by 
such institutions because there are not 
sufficient voluntary gifts to make such 
fees unnecessary. The Christian church 
can do far more toward helping its own 
unfortunate poor and suffering and sick 
and aged than is now being done. 


b 4 

It should be recognized frankly in 
considering this final topic that all of the 
human schemes and philosophies of gov- 
ernment are imperfect, and will con- 
tinue to be so until the Lord Jesus comes 
to set up His perfect, and impartial and 
righteous government here on earth. 
The recognition of this truth need not 
keep us from doing all within our power 
to bring about just and righteous human 
government, just as far as this is pos- 
sible. But what is needed most is Christ 
in the hearts of individuals. This, and 
this alone, will cause men and women to 
do the right thing in all their social 
and economic and political relationships. 
Hence, the great mission of the true 
Church of Christ is to witness to Him, 
and to make Him known to just as many 
as possible, so that hearts may be 
changed and lives may be transformed, 
and the desire for and the support of 
good government may be stimulated 
from within. The great weakness of 
even the best system of human govern- 
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ment is that faulty and imperfect indi- 
viduals must administer it. The more 
we bring men and women to Christ, the 
mote we shall do toward bringing about 
good government and a disposition to 
obey its laws and to deal fairly with 
all men. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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Children at Home 
Heavenly Rickshaw Ride 


A tue story 
By the Rev. Alfred H. Olsen 


‘TYRETTY Flower Chen was such a 

little girl! It seemed cruel to send 
her to Chinese boarding school, five 
miles from home.. She ‘was only ten 
years old. She had never been separated 
from Mother. But, as the latter said; 
it was a case of muh fah (no other way 
out). 

Pretty Flower’s daddy and mamma 
were natives of Kiangsu Province. When 
the Japanese army invaded their city, 
Mrs. Chen fled with her three little 
girls. (Mr, Chen had already gone to 
Wuhu, Anhwei Province, for business 
reasons.) Pretty Flower*was Girl Num- 
ber Two. Her mamma worshiped idols 
at the time of their flight. But although 
she and the three girls called on Kwan 
Yin (the goddess of mercy) to help 
them, troubles almost swamped the lit- 
tle family. 

Somehow, through many dangers and 
perils, Mrs. Chen and the girls reached 
the Yangtse River—and Daddy. There, 
with a mob of desperate refugees they 
boarded a small river steamer. They 
traveled ‘with hundreds of others, all 
huddled together on a narrow deck. At 
last they reached Hankow. Pretty 
Flower was scared. ‘ 

However, kind missionaries cared for 
them and many others in a relief camp. 
Mr. and Mrs. Chen learned to love Jesus, 
They taught Pretty Flower and her two 
sisters to ask Jesus to help them every 
day. He did, too. 

God led them to River Ford City in 
the Province of Four Streams (Szech- 
wah). There they rented a small home, 
But God tested Pretty Flower’s family. 
Her daddy developed tuberculosis. He 
couldn’t work any longer. Money was 
scarce. Something had to be done 
quickly. 

That’s why Pretty Flower left home 
in River Ford City for boarding school. 
The Chinese Government gave her free 
food and schooling. This lifted the bur- 
den slightly from Mamma’s tired shoul- 
ders. But Mother cried when Pretty 
Flower said good-by — because the little 
girl seemed so. tiny, 

However, Pretty Flower was brave. 
She said: “Don’t worry about me, 
Mamma. Jesus will help me. And I'll 
be very careful. Honest, I will. ‘Besides 
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you won’t have to feed me!” At this, 

Mrs. Chen cried harder than ever, and 

rushed into the house. She thought + 

Pretty Flower would half starve in High Grade 


boarding school. She thought right, too. Ch . * 

There were many boys and girls to ristian Tracts 
feed in the government school. The ; dof f 
price of rice went sky high. Often Are Me in nee > deein or your 
Pretty Flower and her school chums mission, fof personal cistribution, of 

‘ ’ for the tract-rack in your church? 
cried themselves to sleep. They were so ; 

! P : Our tracts are thoughtful, direct, 
hungry. But the little Chinese girl was forceful, well written, thoroughly 
spunky. She stuck it out at boarding evangelical, and have attractively de- 
school. She did want to help Mother. signed covers in various colors, giving 

One day the rain poured down. It them plenty of eye-appeal. 
was cold and miserable. Pretty Flower = 
drooped now. She was thin, and not 
very strong. The bleak wind whistled . 
under her bed. The floor was made of 
packed earth. Pretty Flower caught a 





We can supply the following 4-page 
tracts at 70c per hundred 


Can You Tell Time? 


terrible cold. Her fever ran high. She How to Pray 
became worse. The principal was fright- Why | Go to Church 
ened. She sent the very sick girlie by Not Good Enough for Heaven 
sedan chair, home to Mother in River Believe and Live 
Ford City. No Time! 
Mamma quickly put her little child in If --- 
a warm bed. Even Daddy cried when Need a New Suit? 
he saw Pretty Flower so ill. He got Hypocrites in the Church 


out of bed (for he was still a sick Solid Comfort 


man); and with Mamma he knelt by One Church! Why Many Denominations? 
their daughter’s sde. Who Is a Christian? 


“Oh, God,” Mr. Chen prayed, “Pretty 


Flower is such 2 little thing. Please treat We also offer the following at 
her gently. Please make her well. For $1.00 per hundred 
we love her so. May Your will be done. The Hammer Breaks: The Anvil Stands 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen.” * And Mamma (16 pages) 
said, “Amen,” too, with a sort of chok- Building Sound Homes (12 pages) 
ing sob. ———— 

Pretty Flower lay so still and white. Other tracts available soon 


They thought she had gone to Heaven. 
She stayed absolutely quiet for half an 
hour. Then with such a sweet smile be pga se 

she opened her big brown eyes and said Back to God Hour Tract Committee 


softly: 41 Jefferson Ave., S. E., Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 
“Mu chin! Ngo tsai tsu liao ting hao tih 


Send us your order or ask for samples. 
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Through the Bible Study 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
Or, J. ® 


For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 





Meeti » and Home Study. 
Samples 20c; 4 grades 75c. Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4, Tex. 
Women’s Christian Medical College 


LUDHIANA, INDIA 
Training young Indian women to become 
a » Murses, di mid-wives 








Ina changing India we need prayerful support for 
this sound, evangelical college and hospital, now 
facing a real crisis. Also support for our doctor 
missionary. Send your gifts to: 


Miss Lucy Powel R.D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 
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meng !” (“Mother ! I’ve just had the most 
wonderful dream !”’) 

“What did you dream, darling,” Pretty 
Flower’s mother asked her. 

With a little throaty chuckle, the small 
girl said: “I'll tell you my dream, 
Mamma, it was ever so real: 

“A lovely, satin-cushioned, shiny brass 
rickshaw came to our home. It had 
twinkling wheels. A heavenly visitor 
helped me into it. I sank into the soft 
cushions, I lay back—oh, so comfort- 
able, Mamma. It was a very nice feel- 
ing. The heavenly visitor pulled my 
shiny rickshaw up a great big hill. We 
reached the top. A _ beautiful gate 
opened to receive me, 

“Suddenly two common coolies came 
rushing along. They carried a plain- 
looking sedan chair. One of the men 
took me out of the lovely rickshaw. He 
placed me in the chair. The two men 
lifted the chair poles to their shoulders. 
And the front coolie said: ‘Pretty 
Flower, you can’t stay here this time. 
We're taking you home to earth!’ 

“They traveled down the hill very 
fast, Mamma. So here I am again. I’m 
going to get well! And I’m going to 
be a chuan dao ren [preach the Gospel 
person] for Jesus all my life !” 

Pretty Flower did get better very 
quickly. Daddy and Mamma’s prayers 
were answered. That was five years 
ago. Pretty Flower is in Chungking 
now. Her daddy is strong again, too. 
Mamma is so happy! 

Pretty Flower is getting to be a big 
girl, She remembers her wonderful 
dream and her very own promise. Yes, 
and she still is a “preach the Gospel 
person” for Jesus, 
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The Eskimo Store. By Ann Lange. 
Pictures by Gladys Rourke Blackwood. 
(Albert Whitman and Co., Chicago 6; 
$1.50.) Ann is a little American girl 
whose parents operate a trading post in 
Alaska. “The Eskimo Store” is a pic- 
turesque story of present-day life in 
Alaska, and centers upon the friendship 
of Ann and an Eskimo girl of about the 
same age. Young Ann finally gains her 
desire to have a fawn skin parka just 
like her friend, Nancy, and many other 
boys and girls in Alaska wear. The 
narrative is for the beginning reader, 
and is both simply told and delightful. 
There are many excellent black-and- 
white and full-color drawings which 
clearly illustrate the story. The book 
measures approximately 8x10 inches, and 
is bound with a sturdy, cloth binding. 


Do You Know? A Bible Game. By 
Marion May. (The Warner Press, Ander- 
son, Ind., cardboard, $1.25.) Reuben and 
Rebecca, friendly twins of Bible times, 
are ready to come right into your home 
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and play a guessing game with rhymes. 
With most attractive, lithographed illus. 
trations on every page, and clues that 
are given in couplets, little ones in the 
home will come to know and love the 
baby Moses; the boy Joseph, who 
“dressed much finer than the others— 
he wore a coat of many colors”; and 
the shepherd lad “who slew Goliath, 


great and tall.” Then there was thé littie , 


maid of Israel who told of her God who 
healed and saved, and because of her 
courage her master was healed by 
Elisha the prophet. There are others— 
Joash, the little prince; Samuel, the boy 
who obeyed God’s voice; and the Baby 
Jesus, whose bed was in a manger. “Do 
You Know” can be used by the children 
with their friends, and together all will 
become better acquainted with well- 
known Bible characters. It is a picture 
book for tiny tots, 


Ken on the Navajo Trail. By Basil 
Miller, (Zondervan Pub, House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., 75 cents.) Ken Murray 
and his loyal friend Pago, a Hopi Indian 
lad, had an irresistible urge to search 
for a lost gold mine, somewhere, they 
believed, in Navajoland. Just as they 
encountered a difficult situation —a dead 
cow and a poisoned waterhole— they 
were challenged by a bronzed rider on 
a calico pony. When full explanations 
were made and mutual trust was estab- 
lished, it was discovered that the chal- 
lenger was a beautiful Navajo Indian 
maid. How Naru, the father of Kiva, 
that lovely Indian girl, was used to dis- 
close the location of the mine (not a 
gold mine but a uranium mine!), how 
the two young men and Kiva were in- 
strumental in frustrating the plans of a 
band of marauders who were hot on the 
trail of discovering the mine, and how 
in the midst of all these thrilling ad- 
ventures Kiva was led to accept the Sav- 
iour makes another of Basil Miller’s 
fascinating stories for boys, ten to four- 
teen, There is every reason why 2 girl 
should like such a story, too. 


Ten Famous Boys of the Bible. By 
Basil Miller. (Zondervan Pub. Houde, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.) A book for 
boys of this present age about famous 
boys of a former age is bound to be in- 
teresting reading. Here Basil Miller teils 
the stories of seven Old Testament and 
three New Testament characters. These 
stories are in narrative style, but they 
give not only events in the lives of these 
Bible boys in historical sequence, but, 
without preaching, point the spiritual 
lessons learned by the boys as God dezlt 
with them. The biographies given are 
of Isaac, Joseph, Moses, David, John, 
Jesus, Daniel, Samson, Samuel, and John 
the Baptist. 


Ten Famous Girls of the Bible. By 
Basil Miller. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.) Girls grow 
into women, of course; and the kind of 
girlhood they have has much to do with 
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the kind of women they become. God 
chose and used girls and women in Bible 
times just as surely as He chose and 
used men, In this book are the stories 
of beautiful Sarah, kind Rebekah, 
Rachel the beloved, brilliant Miriam, 
lovely Ruth, faithful Esther, devoted 
Mary and Martha, Deborah the leader, 
humble Hannah, and Rhoda, the young 
Christian. It is a fine collection of stories, 
designed to inspire a girl to let the Lord 
have His way with her, 


Dark House on the Moss. By Constance 
Savery. (Longmans, Green and Co., Inc., 
New York 3; $2.50.) Louis and Peri- 
winkle Courtenay, orphans, were sent to 
live with a cousin, Morville Courtenay, 
the only relative who could or would 
take them in. He lived in “Dark House 
on the Moss,” in the village of Oatlands 
in northern England. They found their 
new home a place of mystery even the 
very. first evening—a thin, white face 
looking through a window after dark; 
many empty, unfurnished rooms; their 
cousin uncommunicative and unsmiling, 
though kind! “The Moss” is a peat bog 
thirteen miles long and six miles wide, 
and it is about this bog, with its lurking 
dangers and mysteries, that the story is 
built. In true mystery fashion the pieces 
of the puzzle do not fit together, and 
the hero is not vindicated until the very 
last chapter. And what a climax there 
is then, and what amazing revelations 
and rejoicing! This is a book for older 
boys and girls. It is well bound and 
contains 216 pages. 


Adventures With the Storytellers. 
Compiled by Ken Anderson, (Zonder- 
van Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$1.) Esther was old enough to cook, 
wash, sew, and help with the chores, 
but not old enough, her father thought, 
to share in the family problems. God, 
however, saw fit to use her and her 
faithful prayer to bring about a happy 
solution to the trouble between the 
ranchers and the settlers. Of like char- 
acter are the other eight stories making 
up this compilation of Christian adven- 
ture stories for children. Boys and 
girls on mission fields in foreign lands, 
boys and girls on the Western plains 
of our own country, boys and girls:in 
the ordinary walks of life are all alike 
in God’s sight, and when they honor 
Him He honors them and gives them 
thrilling adventures for Him. Teachers, 


mothers, and leaders of children’s groups - 


will find these little stories attractive, 
interesting, and helpful in entertaining 
the little ones under their care and in 
teaching them the truths of the Gospel, 


Morning Glory Cottage. By Dorothy, 


Morris. (Wm, B, Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 75 cents.) It 
was hard for Irene to keep away from 
Uncle Henry’s for long weeks, but she 
managed it. Then came her birthday, 
with a key for a present—a. key that 
unlocked a wonderful playhouse named 


“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES 


Morning Glory Cottage. Here the little 
girl and her chums played happily 
through the summer except when les- 
sons came along. And very important 
lessons these were, since they taught 
the children how necessary it is to obey 
one’s parents, to welcome strangers, and 
to read one’s Bible daily, also what 
dreadful things can happen when a per- 
son is jealous or self-willed. “Rags” fig- 
ures in the story, too, as well as a very 
understanding Sunday school teacher 
and a missionary on furlough from India. 


Christian Nursery Rhymes. By Mildred 
Morningstar. Illustrated by Mary Fedo- 
row. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., paper, 75 cents.) Ten 
child poems opposite ten full-page pic- 
tures in color make up this lovable book 
pal for the littlest ones. The verses tell 
about getting up and going to bed, eat- 
ing, playing, having family worship, and 
looking at a picture of Christ on the 
cross. A number of spiritual lessons 
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W! RTS—10% ft. coated taber- 
NE CHA nacle Chart only $8.75. 


Send 25c for various samples. 
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A Country Rest Home for Women 


Open a the year . . . 20 miles from Philadel- 
phia . . . convenient transportation. Refined atmos- 
phere. . excellent food, attractively served. For de- 
tails, wrte, Miss Lucy Powel, R. D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 


“NO MORE SORROW” 


“He Will Not Forget Me,” “Where the Tears Sor 
— “There’aOne Who Knows,” “le m Lonely W 

a ten, Dear God,”’ and 192 new, lifting ba in 
books. Special $1.00. Postage 4c appreciated. 

REV. FRED M. WAEHLTE, MULINO, OREGON 
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W Large selection of fine materials, 
reasonably priced. Write for 
catalogue C-53 (choir robes); J-53 
(junior choir); P-53 (pulpit robes). 
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The A Cap 





ella Choir is the most carefully trained 


vocal aieanile on the Campus, and travels extensively. 





of Women. 


The Associate Professor of Mathematics and Dean 





“Singing Gnto the Lord.” 


UNTINGTON COLLEGE A 

Cappella Choir has dedicated it- 
self more especially to the signal ren- 
dition of the sacred music of the church. 
Membership is by competition. Nearly 
every member is sincerely Christian. 
The tremendous factor of earnest spirit- 
ual interpretation therefore renders the 
sacred music of which the program is 
composed an expression of spiritual truth 
in which the singer fully believes. This 
heart-felt esprit de corps —singing “with 
the spirit and with the understanding 
also” — has delighted thousands of dis- 


criminating listeners in scores of cities 
where the Choir travels to sing. 


HUNTINGTON is still true to ° 
those old-fashioned principles which call 
for a balanced training of the heart, ds 
well as of the hand and of the head. 
You may become a present and future 
partner in her expanding ministry. A 
Life Annuity Contract with such an in- 
stitution is a safe and profitable invest- 
ment. Does not fluctuate in value; can- 
not be lost or destroyed; and vitally 
assists the College in a permanent way. 


Write at once for the complete details. Address 
The President, 2037 College Avenue. 
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NURSES 
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Please write to 
DIRECTOR OF NURSES 
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Sunday School Papers 
That Are 
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power A my banat 


Appeal to the EVE 
* Appeal to the MIND 
Appeal to the HEART 


Only Sunday School papers that pass the 
3A ‘test can take the place of today’s 
worldly attractions and reach your pu- 


pils with’ a spiritual message. POW 
and MY COUNSELLOR get the blue 
ribbon on the 3A test . . . they’re away 


out in front when it comes to all-around 
top-quality appeal. 


Check the Eye-Mind-Heart Appeals of 
POWER and MY COUNS R for 
yourself, Use the coupon below to get 
free sample copies. IT TODAY! 
POWER for teen-agers and young adults 
—MY COUNSELLOR for 9- to 13-year- 
olds. 
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Dept. SSP-118 
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Ci_tt__Free sample copies of POWER. 
Free sample copies of MY COUN- 
SELLOR. 
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Address. 
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are taught—that Jesus loves us; that 
the Bible was written by God, our 
Father; and that Jesus can wash away 
our sins. And one happy youngster gives 
thanks for his food as he eats it all up. 
It is a book which will be greatly ap- 
preciated by parents who would start 
their children Heavenward at _ the 
Mother Goose age. 


Linda Lu, Girl Detective. By Dan E. 
L. Patch. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $1.) The sheriff’s hand 
clapped down on Linda Lu’s shoulder. 
Then he laughed at her frightened eyes. 
“I only want you,” he whispered, “to 
work for me as girl detective.” Further 
conversation revealed her first assign- 
ment — that of securing from a woman 
prisoner stolen money known to be con- 
cealed on her person. 

A little later, the girl walked prayer- 
fully to a certain cell and was locked in. 
The strategy she then used began a 
whole series of clever detective work, 
which called for trailing, disguises, an 
assumed name, and phone tie-ups with 
the sheriff and plain-clothes men. It is 
not until many threads-are tied together 
that actual proof is secured against the 
racketeers and the Law clamps down. 
Young readers are made to realize that 
courage and wisdom have been granted 
this girl through her love for God and 
His Word. 


Animal Stories for Children. By Uncle 
Walter (Walter L. Wilson). (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 35 
cents.) A well-known writer, speaker, 
and Bible teacher is also something of 
a naturalist, one who loves the creations 
of God and worships the Creator. He 
has brought together many strange and 
curious facts about animals and birds. 
There is a chapter about the strange 
bird that picks the teeth of the fierce 
crocodile, and other birds that help both 
animals and men. Another about the 
snail, who, among other interesting 
things, is said to have an almost unbe- 
lievable number of teeth, which were 
once counted by a dentist. Startling sim- 
ilarities are pointed out between a snake 
and sin. The rabbit, prairie dog, and 
muskrat come in for study. Gripping 
little stories are told about these crea- 
tures, and from them all are drawn 
many beautiful lessons and words of 
help and warning for boys and girls. 
The book is illustrated in black and 
white drawings, and is a first course in 
natural history with a spiritual mes- 
sage on every page. 


Christmas Stories Aunt Theresa Told. 
By Theresa Worman. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; 50 cents.) Since the world 
has taken over Christmas, and our chil- 
dren have such golose contact with that 
world through their playmates, in their 
school life, and by means of the radio, 
it is difficult to give them a true concep- 
tion of Christmas, for the true “spirit of 

is something only isti 
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can have. Aunt Theresa’s stories are 
just the thing to help make Christmas 
really Christmas for a child. This book 
contains ten of the Christmas stories 
she has told on the children’s programs 
of Stations WMBI-WDLM over a period 
of years. They were selected because 
of their unusual listener response. The 
stories are about children at Christmas 
time, among them Bulbui of India; 
Marfana and Nicholas of Greece; Fred- 
rick of Holland; the Pelaskis from Po- 
land; the Browns of America; and 
George, whose Christmas came two 
weeks early. They are just the kind 
of stories older Primary and Junior boys’ 
and girls like best, 


ve 


Christmas, 1948, 
in Your Sunday School 


6¢fN\HRISTMAS PROMISES” is the 
name of the new Christmas Serv- 
ice prepared by Mary Brainerd Smith, 
and now ready for use in your Sunday 
school this year. As in former years 
this service is offered in convenient 
folder form. It has Scripture readings 
and recitations and hymns, set to famil- 
iar tunes, for the various departments 
of the Sunday school, all on the theme 
of God’s promises of a Saviour, 
“Christmas Promises” may be had at 
25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Ad- 
dress The Sunday’ School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 22 to 28 
Mon. Isaiah 5:1-7. An Old Testament Parable. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My wellbeloved 
hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hil.” 
A parable is a similitude taken from 
nature, “Earth is like to heaven, more 
than on earth is thought” (Milton). 
Parabolic teaching used by some. of the 
prophets and most of all by our Lord 
is a most striking and effective way of 
teaching. Our Lord uses the vineyard 
as a basis for some startling instructive 
revelations. This kind of heavenly: lan- 
guage is understood only by the godly 
(see Matt. 13:13-16). Pray for the Chris- 
tian radio broadcast of your choice, 
Tues.—Matthew 13:1-9. “And He Told 
Them Many Things in Parables.” 
PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “He spake many 
things unto them in parables.” Our 
Lord tied up much knowledge of spir- 
itual things with things natural. Our 
Lord made use of parables to convey to 
His disciples things which His foes could 
not understand and misuse. “The ian- 
guage of Canaan” is well understood by 
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believers. Some of His parables teach 
important principles, and others set forth 
things to come, and the destinies of 
saints and sinners. How wisely and 
wondrously and effectually our Lord, the 
greater than Solomon, taught! Pray 
about your own work as a teacher of 
others, and ask the Lord Jesus to open 
your mind to His truth. 
Wed.—Matthew 13:31, 32. 
“Like a Grain of Mustard Seed.” 

PraYER Succestions: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a grain of mustard seed.” 
Some have likened this mustard seed to 
faith because our Lord spoke of “mus- 
tard seed” (like) faith. Others to the 
spreading power of Christianity into all 
the world. Others have in mind the 
birds in the branches whom they liken 
to false religious professors, who want 
Christ only as a haven of rest. What 
little things can become great in both 
good and evil realms, He taught: but not 
the conversion of the whole world. Pray 
for the spread of the Gospel over all 
the earth, 


Thurs.—Matthew 13:44-46, 
“Like Treasure Hidden in a Field.” 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hid in a field.” 
Our Lord. uses the great discovery of 
treasure hidden in a field, and the pur- 
chase of that field and appropriating 
that treasure to elevate the appreciation 
of His own inheritance in His saints. 
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He bled for the sins of the whole world, 
but only believers are to Him peculiar 
treasure, (See Eph, 1:18-23.) Have you 
been found of Him? Pray for your Sun- 
day school superintendent, 


Fri—Luke 10:25-37. The Good Samaritan. 

PRAYER Succestions: “A certain Sa- 
maritan.” This one of our Lord’s char- 
acters has been the means of blessing 
to multitudes down the centuries. His 
good deed has been told to all the world. 
It shows how greatly the Lord rewards 
benevolent services. Eighteen centuries 
of honor have been heaped by the Lord 
upon this man’s good turn. Let us re- 
member our Lord’s words about even 
a cup of water given in the name of a 
disciple being rewarded. Pray that you 
may be more and more devoted to doing 
good, 


Sat.—Luke 15:1-7. The Lost Sheep. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “I have found my 
sheep which was lost.’ A _ shepherd’s 
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concern—#>ver a lost sheep, and his great 
quest f@ its recovery are used by the 
Lord to help us to become true shep- 
herds of souls. Compassion for the. lost 
we feel too slightly. Imagination should 
picture the perils and miseries of the 
lost, and grace should lead us to search 
them out earnestly. Heaven and earth 
rejoice over the recovery of lost men 
and women. Pray God to give you a 
heart of compassion for sinners. 
Sun.—Matthew 13:10-16. 

_ Why Speak in Parables? 

PRAYER Succestions: “Why speakest 
thou unto them in parables?” Our Lord 
answered this question in a way to sat- 
isfy His ‘disciples. He made it clear 
that: the children’s portion was not for 
his rejecters. The Scriptures are a closed 
book to wicked men. “None of the 
wicked shall understand.” To know 
God’s truth, we must obey. Pray that 
you may be swift to do the known will 
of God. 
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For the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 








“Sor the Kaith 
...by Saith.”’ 


The founding of FAITH SEMINARY 
was in itself an act of faith. The Direc- 
tors, realizing the urgent need for such 
an institution, stepped out in faith 
upon the promises of God; and the 
Seminary will continue to live and to 
grow by faith. 


God has from time to time gra- 
ciously provided expanding facilities, 
The well arranged stone mansion, a gift 
to the institution, houses the single stu- 
dents, classrooms, library, dining. club 
and offices. The Seminary property ex- 
tends through the block, and the 
grounds allow outdoor sports in good 
weather. Adequate lounge rooms add 
to the helpful atmosphere; and several 
outside dormitories are available for 
married and single students. 


Commencing with but 24 students, 
enrollment has risen gradually to 75 
college graduates the last school year. 
facilities were larger, however, more 
young men are ready to attend. 
For information fogerding the support 


of the Seminary, address Rolan 


Armes, Treas. Box 4299-T, 


Philadelphia, Penna. 


Dr. and Mrs. Allan MacRae, tn 
a beautiful setting at the pool 
on the Seminary property. Dr. 


MacRae, President of the Sem- . 
inary, at’his desk. 6 
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